
Lost Secrets of Molate and the San 
Pablo Peninsula 



Highlights  

·Point Molate (Winehaven) is the physical 
embodiment of both the zenith and the finale of the 
California Wine Industry prior to Prohibition  

·Winehaven was a part of a highly industrialized 
development of the San Pablo Peninsula in the early 
20 th Century that included connections to 
intercontinental rail service, worldwide shipping, 
fishing, whaling, petroleum processing, quarries and 
manufacturing.  

·Winehaven is a historic district listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places 



Moleta to Molate 

The name Moleta  was applied in Mexican times to the 
island known as Red Rock, probably because its 
conical shape resembles the conical stone (called 
moleta  in Spanish) used by painters to grind colors. 
Beechy in 1826 misspelled it ñmolate,ò and this version 
was adopted in 1851 by the Coast Survey when it used 
the island as a secondary triangulation station. Point 
Molate was named by the survey in 1854. 

 

Gudde, California Place Names, 1969 



Red Rock Island  Moleta  

Moleta  



Ohlone - Huchiun  Period 4,000 BCE ï ca 1776 



Mission San Rafael 
Arcángel  - 1817 

Mission Dolores Ranch  

 
Priests from Mission Dolores 
established a ranch at Wildcat 
Creek 1817. Here they employed 
Native American converts 
known as neophytes in 
agricultural labor in order to 
ensure food supplies for the 
mission in San Francisco. In a 
similar manner, womenôs skills 
were turned to wool production, 
spinning, and the production of 
cloth, rather than basketry  

Mission Period  1776 - 1833 



 
 
 

Mexican Period 1821-1846 

 

Berreyesa and De Haro 
Twins Execution - 1846 

 
1846 ï Boat sets out from Castro 
Point for San Rafael with Jose de 
Los Reyes Berreyesa, father of the 
imprisoned Sonoma Alcalde, and 
the 19-year-old de Haro twins, 
Francisco and Ramon, on their way 
to Sonoma to visit Berreyesaôs son. 
The de Haro twins were the sons of 
Francisco de Haro, former 
Alcalde  of the settlement that 
would become San Francisco. All 
were later executed by Kit Carson as 
ordered by Fremont. 

 Francisco de Haro 



1894 ï San Pablo Peninsula Was a High Tide 
Island ï 10 Years Lateré. 

On New Yearôs Day of 1903, the Richmond 
Record Herald  touted the impending 
construction of a belt line railway along 
Richmondôs western waterfront and around 
Point San Pablo, tying together ñéthe dozens of 
factories and great system of docks which are 
projected to entirely encircle the vast 
waterfront.ò 



Plat of Rancho San Pablo, Granted 1823, Platted  
1863 



Chinese Shrimp Camp ca. 1870 - 1912 


