
 
 
 
 
 
City of Richmond 
Human Rights and 
Human Relations Commission 
MEETING AGENDA 

 

Victoria Sawicki, Chair                                                                  Jeff Ritterman, Commissioner 
Reza Yazdi, Vice Chair                                                                Megan Sanchez, Commissioner  
Chris Broglio, Commissioner               Najari Smith, Commissioner  
Jason Woody, Commissioner                

 
Sr. Assistant City Attorney, TBD 

 
Charice M. Duckworth, Interim Staff Liaison 

 
Monday, March 28, 2022, at 6:30 pm 

Virtual Meeting 
 

ALL COMMISSIONER MEMBERS WILL PARTICIPATE VIA TELECONFERENCE 
 

 
CORONAVIRUS DISEASE (COVID-19) ADVISORY 

 
Due to the coronavirus (COIVD-19) pandemic, Contra Costa County and Governor Gavin Newsom have issued 
multiple orders requiring sheltering in place, social distancing, and reduction of person-to-person contact.  
Accordingly, Governor Gavin Newsom has issued executive orders that allow cities to hold public meeting via 
teleconferencing (Executive Order N-29-20).  Both    https://www.coronavirus.cchealth.org and 
http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/3914/Richmond-Coronavirus-Info provide updated coronavirus information. 
 
DUE TO THE SHELTER IN PLACE ORDERS, participation in the Human Rights Human Relations Commission 
will be by teleconference only. Public comment will be confined to items appearing on the agenda and will be 
limited to the method provided below. Consistent with Executive Order N-29-20, this meeting will utilize 
teleconferencing only. The following provides information on how the public can participate in this meeting. 
 
How to watch the meeting from home: 
 
Here’s the Zoom info: 
Topic: HRHRC 
 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
1.  https://zoom.us/j/91777805878?pwd=UmFkVklrbjRZWTZucU9ubkdzanc1Zz09 
2.  Webinar ID: 917 7780 5878 
3.  Passcode: 937307 
 
Or One tap mobile:  

1. US: +1 669 900 6833, 9 177 780 5878# or +1 253 215 8782, 9 177 780 5878# 
      
By Telephone:  



    Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
1. US: +1 669 900 6833 or +1 253 215 8782 or +1 346 248 7799  or +1 929 205 6099  or +1 301 715 

8592  or + 1 312 626 6799 
2. Webinar ID: 917 7780 5878 

         
    International numbers available: https://zoom.us/u/adRnrycj5k 
 
The City cannot guarantee that its network and/or the site will be uninterrupted. 
 
Record of all public comments: 
All public comments will be considered a public record, put into the official meeting record, and considered 
before Commission action.  All public comments will be available after the meeting as supplemental materials 
and will be posted as an attachment to the meeting minutes when the minutes are posted. 
 
Accessibility for Individuals with Disabilities: 
Upon request, the City will provide for written agenda materials in appropriate alternative formats, or disability-
related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services and sign language interpreters, to 
enable individuals with disabilities to participate in and provide comments at/related to public meetings. Please 
submit a request, including your name, phone number and/or email address, and a description of the 
modification, accommodation, auxiliary aid, service or alternative format requested at least two days before the 
meeting. Requests should be emailed to charice_duckworth@ci.richmond.ca.us or submitted by phone at (510) 
412-2052. Requests will be granted whenever possible and resolved in favor of accessibility. 
 
Effect of Advisory on In-person public participation:  
During the pendency of the Executive Order N-29-20, the language in this Advisory portion of the agenda 
supersedes any language below in the meeting procedures contemplating in-person public comment. 
 
 

A.  CALL TO ORDER 
B.  ROLL CALL 

 
C.  AGENDA REVIEW 

At the discretion of the Chair, items on the Agenda may be heard in an order 
different from that which appears on the Agenda. 

 
D.  MEETING PROCEDURES 

 
 

E.  OPEN FORUM #1 
 
F.   CORRESPONDENCE 

 
 

G.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Meeting Recording Uploaded in City Website 
  

https://zoom.us/u/adRnrycj5k


 
 

H.  CITY COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT 
The City Council member serving as liaison to the Commission may make a report 
on City Council actions of interest to the Commission. 

 
I.  COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS  

J   CHAIR’S REPORT 

K.  STAFF REPORTS 
 
L.  DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
The Commission may take direct action, make recommendations to the 
City Council or provide direction to staff. 

 

L.1      The “Y” Plan – YES Nature to neighborhoods. 
 Commissioner Megan Sanchez 
 
L.2 Support beach clean-up at Pt. Molate on April 1, 2022, at 1:00 PM. 
 Commissioner Megan Sanchez 
 
L.3 Proposal – To have an educational meeting at elementary public schools in 

Richmond to raise awareness for disabled students and how we can support 
them. 

 Commissioner Megan Sanchez 
 
L.4 Rights of the Child Presentation Part 1. 
 Commissioner Victoria Sawicki  
 
L.5 Support the following Proclamation:  PROCLAMATION by Youth for Human 

Rights International on its 20th Anniversary 
 Commissioner Reza Yazdi 
  
L.6 Presentation – “Loujain Dreams of Sunflowers,” a children’s book by Uma 

Mishra 
 Chairperson Jeff Ritterman 
 

M. REPORTS 
 

None. 
 

N. OPEN FORUM #2   (At approximately 8:30 P.M.) 
 

 
O. COMMISSION BUSINESS 

A.     CALL FOR AGENDA ITEMS 
  



 
P. ADJOURNMENT 

The next convening of the City of Richmond Human Rights and Human 
Relations Commission is scheduled for Monday, April 25, 2022, at 6:30 
p.m. Virtual Meeting 

 
Q. MEETING PROCEDURES 

Speaker Registration 
Anyone who wishes to address the Human Rights and Human Relations 
Commission (HRHRC) on a topic that is not on the Agenda and is relevant 
to the Commission’s purpose may speak once in either of the two OPEN 
FORUM sessions, but not both. Please file a Speaker Form with staff 
PRIOR to the announcement of that section of OPEN FORUM. 

 
Persons wishing to speak on a particular Item on the Agenda must file a 
Speaker’s Form with the staff PRIOR to the Commission’s consideration 
of the Item. Once discussion on the Agenda Item begins, only those 
persons who have previously submitted Speaker’s Forms will be 
permitted to speak on the Item. 

 
Time Limits 
Individual public speakers shall have a maximum of two (2) minutes to 
address the Commission. 
If all Agenda Items are not completed by 9:30 pm, the Items remaining 
shall be continued to the next Regular Meeting, unless the Commission 
votes to extend the meeting. 

 
Cell Phones 
Please silence all cell phones, pagers, and other electronic devices 
during the meeting. 

 
Persons with disabilities, who require auxiliary aids or services in using City facilities, services or 
programs, or who would like information on the City’s compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 may contact (510) 620-6509 for assistance. 

 

 



Over the millennia and through the ebb and  
 flow of civilizations, the human family has held to the 

determined hope of freedom, justice and peace in the world. 

Time and again that promise of human nobility has been 
seemingly crushed only to rise again. 

Thus, from the ashes of World War II came the 1948 United 
Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the first 
document in history to establish international political, moral and 
cultural accord on the meaning of human integrity and social 
justice. 

Now embraced by 193 nations, the Universal Declaration’s 
30 articles confirm Humanity’s inherent entitlements, including 
the “freedoms from …” (freedom from discrimination, from 
slavery, from torture) and the “freedoms to …” (freedom to 
peaceable assembly; to democratic, representative government; 
to creative self-expression). 

Yet, in the end, declarations are just that. No one could or would 
ever make human rights a fact but resolute individuals and groups 
of unshakable courage, vision and goodwill. 

Moreover, a populace unaware of its human rights is a population 
exposed to impunity and injustice. Human rights education is 
thus the key to fulfilling the Universal Declaration’s pledge.

Accordingly, from its January, 2001 founding and with each 
succeeding year, Youth for Human Rights International (YHRI) has 
devoted its whole energies to universal human rights education, 
specifically the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, to the young people of the world and to inspire them to 
become advocates for tolerance and peace. 

Similar dedicated initiatives by many other like organizations and 
educators have forged further such educational progress with the 
youth of the world. 

Yet, more than 70 years since its creation, the promise of the 
United Nations Universal Declaration is very far from fulfilled. 

As our world comes ever closer together through instant 
communications and a growing awareness of the breadth of 
Humankind’s culture and traditions, another hallmark of our 

civilizations since 1948 is the seemingly unending stream of 
corruption, exploitation, cultural conflicts, outright wars, hunger, 
and illiteracy. 

Universal human rights attainment is only possible when 
individuals adhere to and are accountable to the ideal of personal 
responsibility—responsibility for one’s own condition, for family, 
for community and for the human race. 

While YHRI, United for Human Rights and their many partners, 
allied organizations, and supporters can be proud of the work and 
progress to date, there is so much more that must be done.

Accordingly, on this 20th anniversary of its founding, YHRI calls 
upon all governments, heads of state, policy- and law-makers, 
and educators worldwide:

1.	 To recognize that unless effective and enlightened leadership 
prevails through the emerging generation and those to follow, 
the continuing worldwide trends of ignorance, global war, 
genocide—and the accompanying decay and destruction 
of human rights and civil liberties—herald this emerging 
21st Century as more anguished and inhumane than the one 
that has just passed;

2.	 From this urgency, to renew their full commitment to the 
United Nations Universal Declaration and the ideals for which 
it stands, not just in name but in action;

3.	 To acknowledge and confirm that the Universal Declaration’s 
fulfillment depends utterly on the effective education of 
human rights to the youth of the world; 

4.	 To thus adopt and direct as paramount national, regional 
and local policy the inclusion of human rights education 
as embraced by the Universal Declaration as a permanent 
element of all primary, elementary, and secondary teacher 
training and educational curricula; and

5.	 To work with YHRI and like organizations of goodwill to 
develop, adopt and apply effective teacher and student 
curricula to attain and consistently achieve high standards 
of such human rights education and thus youth human rights 
leadership inspiration for all generations to come.

by

Youth for Human Rights International 
on its 20th Anniversary

To the governments of Earth and to all educators, organizations and  
  people of goodwill on this 20-year commemoration of YHRI’s creation: 

MAY THIS BE THE CALL TO EMBRACE TOGETHER AND ACHIEVE THE 
UNIVERSAL DECLARATION’S NOBLE, ESSENTIAL AIMS; 

and   

MAY THE GENERATIONS PREVAILING 20 YEARS-ON BE ABLE TO 
ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HUMANKIND HAS AT LAST RISEN TO MAKE 
HUMAN RIGHTS A REALITY FOR ALL TIME TO COME.

P R O C L A M A T I O NP R O C L A M A T I O NP R O C L A M A T I O N



 

 

 

The Proclamation is endorsed by: 
 
 

Jose Ramos-Horta 
Nobel Peace Laureate 
 

Tawakkol Karman 
Nobel Peace Laureate 
 

Shirin Ebadi 
Nobel Peace Laureate 
 

Oscar Arias Sanchez 
Nobel Peace Laureate 
 

FW de Klerk Foundation 
Nobel Peace Laureate 

 
H.E. Bertrand G. Ramcharan 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (2003-2004) 
 

Ambassador Salah S. Hammad 
Head African Governance Architecture, African Union  
 
 
 
 

H.E. Ireneo Omositson Namboka 
UN Human Rights Education and Protection Adviser 

 
Jorge L. Fonseca Fonseca 
Congressman, General Assembly of Costa Rica 
 

Platon  
Photographer, Founder of People’s Portfolio 
 

Laura Guercio 
President, Legal Aid Worldwide – L.A.W. 
 

Ricky S. Veerappan 
Ontario Provincial Police, Director, Canada  
 

Wafik Moustafa  
Chairman, British Arab Network, UK 
 

Agrippa Ezozo 
President, The African Diaspora Foundation, USA 
 
 
 

About Youth for Human Rights International: 
 
Youth for Human Rights International (YHRI) is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization 
headquartered in Los Angeles, with over 150 groups and chapters around the world.  YHRI 
carry out programs to raise popular awareness of human rights, reaching more than 100 
million each year. Its educational materials are translated to 27 languages, including a full 
curriculum of lessons for use by educators, human rights organizations and anyone teaching 
human rights in schools and communities.  
 
YHRI has conducted programs under the guidance of Nobel Peace Prize laureates José Ramos-
Horta in Timor-Leste, Oscar Arias Sanchez in Costa Rica and Archbishop Desmond Tutu in South 
Africa, and many other locations around the world. 
 

Youth for Human Rights International and its President, Dr. Mary Shuttleworth, received the 
2019 Peace Summit Medal for Social Activism from the World Summit of Nobel Peace 
Laureates in recognition of their work to educate the youth of the world on the importance of 
human rights, through the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  
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