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RESOLUTION NO. 37-11

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION (FDA)
BANNING MENTHOL IN CIGARETTES AND FLAVORING

IN OTHER TOBACCO PRODUCTS

WHEREAS, mentholated and flavored tobacco products are shown to be “starter”
products for youth who begin using tobacco; i,ii,iii

WHEREAS, youth who experiment with menthol cigarettes are at far greater risk of
becoming regular smokers than those who experiment with non-menthol cigarettes.iv

WHEREAS, the Tobacco Industry has been manipulating the dose of menthol in
cigarettes to ensure the uptake and continued use, especially by young people and other
vulnerable populations for many years; v

WHEREAS, the tobacco industry has a well-documented history of developing and
marketing mentholated brands to racial and ethnic minorities and youth; vi,vii

WHEREAS, in cigarettes, menthol is the only additive that is actively marketed to
consumers and virtually all cigarettes contain menthol to make cigarettes more palatable; viii

WHEREAS, the Tobacco Industry has targeted African Americans with mentholated
products and as a result nearly 83% of African American smokers smoke menthol cigarettes,
compared with 24% of White smokers; ix,x,xi

WHEREAS, 71% of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Questioning
(LGBTQ) smokers, particularly youth, smoke menthol cigarettes; xii

WHEREAS, the availability of menthol cigarettes reduces cessation success, particularly
among African Americans.xiii

WHEREAS, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has the authority to issue product
standards to promote public health, which can include eliminating or reducing certain
ingredients;

WHEREAS, the FDA prohibits cigarettes from having candy, fruit and spice as their
characterizing flavors because these flavors make tobacco products especially appealing to
youth, and can lead to a lifetime of tobacco addiction; xiv

WHEREAS, menthol was exempted from this ban on candy, fruit and spice as
characterizing flavors in cigarettes;

WHEREAS, other tobacco products (smokeless, little cigars, hookah tobacco, dissolvable
tobacco products) are exempted from this ban on candy, fruit and spice as characterizing
flavors;

WHEREAS, the Tobacco Products Scientific Advisory Committee (TPSAC)
recommendations to the FDA state that, “Removal of menthol cigarettes from the
marketplace would benefit public health in the United States”;

WHEREAS, the city council of Richmond is committed to the health and wellbeing of
it’s residents and is particularly concerned about preventing tobacco use among youth;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Richmond City Council calls on the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration to ban the use of menthol in cigarettes and flavorings in
other tobacco products in the United States.
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And BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager on behalf of the Richmond City
Council shall send this resolution to the following individuals

________________________________________ ____________________________
FDA Staff and Advisory Committee:
Dr. Lawrence Deyton, MSPH, MD
Director
Center for Tobacco Products
Food and Drug Administration
9200 Corporate Boulevard
Rockville, MD 20850-3229

Cristi Stark, MS
Center for Tobacco Products
Food and Drug Administration
9200 Corporate Boulevard, Room 110H
Rockville, MD 20850-3229

Dr. Jonathan Samet, MD, MS
Chair
Tobacco Products Scientific Advisory
Committee
Food and Drug Administration
9200 Corporate Boulevard
Rockville, MD 20850-3229
Note: chair of advisory committee that is
making report on menthol in cigarettes

Margaret Hamburg, MD
Commissioner
Food and Drug Administration
10903 New Hampshire Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002

Kathleen Sebelius
Secretary
Department of Health & Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20201

Federal Elected Officials
Senator Barbara Boxer
United States Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Congressman George Miller
United States Congress
2205 Rayburn HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515

Senator Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Congressman John Garamendi
United States Congress
2459 Rayburn HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515

--------------
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I certify that the foregoing resolution was passed and adopted by the Council of the City
of Richmond at a regular meeting thereof held on May 17, 2011, by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers Bates, Beckles, Booze, Ritterman, Rogers, Vice
Mayor Butt, and Mayor McLaughlin.

NOES: None.

ABSTENTIONS: None.

ABSENT: None.

DIANE HOLMES
CLERK OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND

Approved:

GAYLE MCLAUGHLIN
Mayor

Approved as to form:

RANDY RIDDLE
City Attorney

State of California }
County of Contra Costa : ss.
City of Richmond }

I certify that the foregoing is a true copy of Resolution No. 37-11, finally passed and
adopted by the City Council of the City of Richmond at a joint meeting held on May 17, 2011.
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