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City of Richmond
Human Rights and
Human Relations Commission
MEETING MINUTES

Monday, February 25, 2013 at 6:30 p.m.
City Council Chambers, Community Services Building
1st Floor, Civic Center Plaza, Richmond, CA 94804
________________________________________________________________

CALL TO ORDER

	The Regular Meeting of the Human Rights and Human Relations Commission was called to order at 6:35 pm, by Chairperson Feyer. 

ROLL CALL

	PRESENT: Chairperson Feyer, Vice-Chair Brown, Commissioner Burrus-Wright, Commissioner Sullivan, Commissioner Cummings, Commissioner Harris, Commissioner Jones, (and Commissioner Saunders arrived after roll call). 
        ABSENT: None

AGENDA REVIEW
	
	Commissioner Saunders requested that item K. 14 be heard as the first item. Commissioner Burrus-Wright requested to move K.1 immediately after K. 7. Chairperson Feyer used chair’s discretion to move K5 directly after K1.
A motion was made by Commissioner Saunders, seconded by Commissioner Harris to discuss the agenda items in the following order: K14, K2, K4, K7, K1, K5, K6, K9, K10, K11, K12, K13, K14, K15, K16, K3 & K17. The motion was passed by the unanimous vote of the Commission. A motion was made by Commissioner Burrus-Wright, seconded by Sullivan to move K. 8 to the next meeting of the Commission. This motion was passed the unanimous of the Commission. 

OPEN FORUM #1

	Angela Moore, Program Director for Center for Human Development, was asked to vacate the building of the Center for Human Development. Ms. Moore requests assistance and guidance from the Commission. 

CITY COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT

	Councilmember Beckles was not present.

COMMISSIONERS' REPORTS

	Chairperson Feyer welcomed the newest member to the Commission, Jasmine Jones. 
	Commissioner Jones: Jasmine was born and raised in Richmond, moved briefly to Los Angeles to go to school. Commissioner Jones received her BA in Sociology from the San Francisco State University. Her contributions to her community were recognized and received the John W. Kinch Humanitarian Award. Commissioner Jones was selected as the class graduation student speaker from the Sociology Department. She started community organizing about three years ago. She currently works at the Black Organizing Project in Oakland as the Campaign Coordinator. Commissioner Jones recently graduated from a fellowship program called Urban Habitat for Humanity Institute. She looks forward to working with the Commission.
	Vice Chair Brown enjoyed the Special meeting in February and happy how it turned out. 
	Commissioner Saunders reported about an upcoming event that Sisters in Solidarity is organizing on March 12, 2013. 
	
CHAIR'S REPORT

	Chairperson Feyer grieved for two great men whom she lost. She requested that the Commission close the meeting in the memory of Ernesto Xe Acosta, a twenty-three year old man who was shot in the chest in San Francisco two weeks ago. She applauded the Commission for a great program at the last Special Meeting and reminded Commissioners about an action taken by the Commission to send out a series of letters to law makers to create stricter gun control legislations. She also stated that she will be putting stricter gun laws back on the Agenda as a discussion item when the RPD Chief Magnus is in attendance at the next regular meeting. Chairperson Feyer also acknowledged UC Berkeley Professor Steven Fish’s initiative called “BANGUNS.”

STAFF REPORTS

	Mr. Patrick Lynch stated that he will bring five months worth of meeting minutes that he has received to the next HRHRC meeting. The Commission has an office on the second floor of 440 Civic Center Plaza, an email address, and phone number (510) 620-5576. 
	Sr. Assistant City Attorney Everett Jenkins hoped everyone is having a great Black History Month and wished everyone a Lunar Happy New Year!

DISCUSSION ITEMS  

K. 1 “Homeless Person’s Bill of Rights and Fairness Act
		In the matter to discuss Commission’s support and recommendation to Richmond City Council regarding the “Homeless Person’s Bill of Rights and Fairness Act.” Jessica Bartholow from the Western Regional Advocacy Project gave an overview of the item. Discussion ensued during which the Commission stated its support of and acknowledgement of the importance of AB 5 in Richmond. The Commission also concluded that the bill is in its beginning stages and needs further research and revisions. Commissioner Harris recommended that the Commission keep its support for AB 5 and follow up on the bill when it goes through the State Legislative committees. 

K.2 	CONFERENCES - 2013
		In the matter to define process for selecting delegates and determine requirements for report back regarding the California Association of Human Relations Organization – CAHRO 2013 Conference. Chairperson Feyer requested CAHRO Board of Director Ann Noel to frame the item. This item is continued to March 25, 2013 . 

K. 3 	COMMITTEE REPORT: HUMAN RIGHTS ADVOCACY AND ALLIANCES
Continued to March 25, 2013, receive update from Human Rights Advocacy  and Alliance Committee .

K. 4 ON THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN 
		In the matter to discuss and approve letters and policy recommendations from the HRHRC regarding the Rights of Women..  Ad hoc Subcommittee Chair Harris and Commissioner Cummings presented the Commission with the progress they have made on the letter. The Sub Committee at the next meeting will provide a written letter. This item is continued to March 25, 2013 .

K.5 	COMMITTEE: REPORT: CULTURE OF PEACE
		Continued to March 25, 2013, receive updates on Ceasefire, Re-Entry, and violence prevention in Richmond from Culture of Peace Committee.

K. 6  RICHMOND PERSONAL BOARD – EMPLOYEE AND COMMUNITY CONCERNS
		Continued to March 25, 2013, receive update on concerns brought to HRHRC and make recommendations to Richmond Personnel Board.

K.7	COMMITTEE REPORT: COMMUNITY CONCERNS AND EMERGENCY ISSUES
		Continued to March 25, 2013, receive update on issues raised by the community from Committee on community concerns and emergency issues. 
K.8 	HRHRC CALENDAR FOR 2013 AND 2014
		Continued to March 25, 2013, receive reports and updates on special events for 2013. 

K.9 	HRHRC CALENDAR EVENTS FOR 2013: RECEIVE REPORTS AND   	UPDATES ON SPECIAL EVENTS
		Continued to March 25, 2013, discuss City of Richmond events and approve HRHRC participation and representation for the Calendar year for 2013 and 2014. 

K.10	ONGOING CONCERNS RE STAFFING NEEDS FOR HRHRC
		Continued to March 25, 2013, appointment of intern and ongoing concerns re staffing needs for the HRHRC. Mr. Lynch will be in contact with Jantsan to set up an interview in the week of March 4. The interview will be either on March 12 or 14 @10 a.m.  in Richmond. 

K.11	COMMITTEE REPORT: EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 
		In the matter to discuss future plans for “Artistically Write and Speak Aloud” and additional projects. Commissioner Wright extended an invitation to all Commissioners to attend the March 18 event at 6PM. Mr. Lynch has secured the Chambers as the event place. Participant-students will be presented with certificates. 

K. 12 TRAINNINGS
		In the matter to determine interest in Stir-Fry seminars and other trainings. Commissioner Cummings and Commissioner Jones will be taking a one-week training course from 3/21/13 – 5/30/13. The Commission will be covering the cost of the training. 

K. 13 BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND: ESTABLISHING BETTER COMMUNICATION
		Continued to March 25, 2013, receive update from Boards and 	Commissions of the City of Richmond re establishing better communication.

K. 14 COMMITTEE REPORT: BUDGET
		In the matter to review HRHRC budget for FY 2012/2013 and discuss 2013/2014 Budget. The budget committee raised the concern of paying for both transcriptions and interns.  Chairperson Feyer reiterated once more the importance of there being a written record of concerns brought to the Commission by members of the public, as well as of the Commission’s decisions, actions, instructions, Resolutions and recommendations.The Commission discussed the raised issues and recommended that further discussion should take place in the Budget Committee. The Budget Committee now consists of Chairperson Feyer and Commissioner Sullivan. Chairperson Feyer invited new members on the Commission to join the Budget Committee. Interested Commissioners shall contact either Chairperson Feyer or Commissioner Sullivan. 

K.15	RECOMMENDATION AND ORIENTATION OF NEW COMMISSIONERS			Continued to March 25, 2013, update from City Staff regarding recommendation and orientation of new commissioners. 

K.16	HRHRC COMMITTEES
	Continued to March 25, 2013, discuss building membership and restructuring HRHRC committees. 

K.17	RICHMOND CALIFORNIA: A HUMAN RIGHTS CITY
	Continued to March 25, 2013, discuss ways to increase recognition at the State level and discuss showcasing the HRHRC at Richmond City Hall. 
	
OPEN FORUM #2 

	None. 

COMMISSION BUSINESS

	a. CALL FOR AGENDA ITEMS
		The Commission requests an invitation to:
	- Richmond Police Chief Chris Magnus to present at the March Regular Meeting. 
	- Office of Neighborhood Safety to present at the APRIL MEETING and, 	
	- Sheriff’s office to present at the MAY MEETING. 		
Commissioners raised a shared concern that there are “too many” items on the Agenda for the Committee to get through. 
	
ADJOURNMENT 
	There being no further business, the HRHRC's regular meeting in February 2013 was closed in the memory of Ernesto Xe Acosta at 9:54pm and to meet again on Monday, March 18, 2013 for a Special Meeting.
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