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City of Richmond
Human Rights and
Human Relations Commission
SPECIAL MEETING Minutes

Monday, March 18, 2013 at 6:00 pm
City Council Chambers, Community Services Building
1st Floor, Civic Center Plaza, Richmond, CA 94804

ROLL CALL

	PRESENT: Chairperson Feyer, Vice-Chair Brown, Commissioner Burrus-	Wright, Commissioner Sullivan, Commissioner Cummings, Commissioner 	Harris, and Commissioner Jones
	ABSENT: Commissioner Saunders

SPECIAL MEETING TO HEAR ORAL PRESENTATIONS ON HUMAN RIGHTS FROM STUDENTS FROM OLINDA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, AND TO FORMALLY ACKNOWLEDGE THEM FOR THEIR WORK



1) INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT COUNCILOFFICERS and REPRESENTATIVES 

Chairperson Feyer introduced Education Committee Chair Dr. Betty Burrus-Wright, Commissioner Joyce Harris, Commission's Vice-Chair Rock Brown, and Commission Staff Patrick Lynch, 
Special guests: Officer Julia Combachine, Dr. Rita Maran of the United Nations Association, East Bay Chapter. Chairperson Feyer provided a brief background on the use of the City Council Chambers to those whose first time it was in the Chambers. She also provided information about the HRHRC and extended an invitation to the public to observe and participate in the HRHRC meetings. She invited public comments at the end of the program.

Education Committee Chair Dr. Betty Burrus-Wright welcomed and offered recognition to those who have assisted with the Artistically Write and Speak Aloud Program, especially Teachers Mrs. Heydari, Nora Connors, Mr. and Mrs. Hickerson and Ms. Ajiya, Principal of Olinda Elementary School.  She
Introduced members of the Education Committee, Commissioner Harris and Vice-Chair Brown. 


       
 2) PROGRAM "ARTISTICALLY WRITE AND SPEAK ALOUD"
Chairperson Feyer passed to gavel to Luke Argea, President of Olinda Elementary School Student Council, to call the meeting to order at 6:08 p.m. Luke thanked School Administrators, parents and the Human Rights and Human Relations Commission of the City of Richmond for providing the opportunity to address special concerns of the students and create a culture of peace. Olinda students took the dais to lead in the Pledge of Allegiance and read parts of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Following the UDHR, students read "I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings" by Maya Angelou. Students dedicated this poem for International Women's Day. 

I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings
The free bird leaps
on the back of the wind
and floats downstream
till the current ends
and dips his wings
in the orange sun rays
and dares to claim the sky.
But a bird that stalks
down his narrow cage
can seldom see through
his bars of rage
his wings are clipped and
his feet are tied
so he opens his throat to sing.

The caged bird sings
with fearful trill
of the things unknown
but longed for still
and his tune is heard
on the distant hill for the caged bird
 sings of freedom

The free bird thinks of another breeze
and the trade winds soft through the sighing trees
and the fat worms waiting on a dawn-bright lawn
and he names the sky his own.

But a caged bird stands on the grave of dreams
his shadow shouts on a nightmare scream
 his wings are clipped and his feet are tied
so he opens his throat to sing

The caged bird sings
with a fearful trill
of things unknown
but longed for still
and his tune is heard
on the distant hill
 for the caged bird
sings of freedom.
- Maya Angelou
A student welcomed Olinda Elementary School's Principal Ajayi, and teachers Mrs. Heydari and Ms. Connor to the dais. 

Dr. Rita Maran, Prof. of International Human Rights Law and Vice-President of the United Nations Association, East Bay, welcomed and explained entitled human rights when a person is born. 

Olinda Elementary School Principal Ajayi, Olinda School teachers Mrs. Heydari and Ms. Connor announced the order in which students would present their Artistically Write and Speak Aloud Projects and receive their Certificates of Recognition and Universal Declaration of Human Rights booklets.


3) ORAL PRESENTATIONS FROM STUDENTS FROM OLINDA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, and PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES AND UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS BOOKLETS

Commissioners appreciated participants, school teachers and administrators, and parents and wished them continued best in advocating for human rights. 

ADJOURNMENT 

	There being no further business, the HRHRC's Special Meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM and to meet again on Monday, March 25, 2013. 
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