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City of Richmond
Human Rights and
Human Relations Commission
MEETING Minutes

Monday, July 22, 2013 at 6:30 pm
City Council Chambers, Community Services Building
1st Floor, Civic Center Plaza, Richmond, CA 94804
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

CALL TO ORDER

	The July 2013 Regular Meeting of the Human Rights and Human Relations Commission of the City of Richmond was called to order at 6:36 p.m. by Chairperson Vivien Feyer.

ROLL CALL

	Present: Chairperson Feyer, Vice Chair Brown, Commissioner Burru-Wright, Commissioner Saunders, Commissioner Harris, Commissioner Jones, and Commissioner Johnson (Commissioner Sullivan arrived after Roll Call at 6:51 p.m.). Absent: Commissioner Cummings.

AGENDA REVIEW

	No changes to the order of items. 

OPEN FORUM #1

	Herk Schusteff shared resources on taking care of physical and mental health and mediating conflict.

	Jerome Smith shared a poem that underscores the value and mission of the HRHRC. 
	
	Mike Ali addressed the young people of RYSE Center in the audience about the importance of self-esteem and having self-value.
 	
	Raymond Landry spoke regarding the legality of same sex marriage. 
	
	Philip Menas spoke regarding the expansion of traditional family values and the First Amendment. 

	Jackie Thompson recommended the Commission to request the City Council to take more action regarding the criminal justice system and verdict on Trayvon Martin case. 

	LaVern Vaughn shared her concerns regarding meeting conduct of the City Council meetings. She also spoke regarding unemployment in Richmond. 
	
	Charles Newsome spoke in support of marriage equality and acceptance of all human relations. 

CITY COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT

	Council Liaison Councilmember Beckles spoke regarding City Council meeting agenda item J-4, and equity and fairness in hiring. 

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS

	Commissioner Jones encouraged and invited members of the Commission and the public to the Black Organizing Project’s summer campaign party to support and hear from black youth about “Bettering Our School System” and the criminalization of youth of color. The event is organized in the memory of Trayvon Martin. It is on Friday, July 26th at 6 p.m. at 111 Fairmount Ave, Oakland, CA.

	Commissioner Burrus-Wright commended the HRHRC Intern for obtaining 1,500 pamphlets of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in Spanish. She also reported that a DVD of the Commission’s Special Meeting held in February, produced by the Education Committee, will be distributed to members of the Commission and to all three elementary schools in August. 

	Vice Chair Brown reminded everyone that August 6th is National Night Out Day.

	Commissioner Johnson mentioned a march that Ceasefire is holding throughout the City on Friday, July 26th. 

	Commissioner Sullivan invited members of the audience to the Iron Triangle’s picnic on Saturday, July 27th, in celebration of their 20th Anniversary. 

CHAIR’S REPORT

	Chairperson Feyer reported on her attendance to two meetings/events in the past month. First, the Boards and Commissions meeting organized by Commissioner Sullivan and Jackie Thompson. Second, a community meeting that was convened in response to the shooting of a young man in one of Richmond’s summer youth programs. 
Chairperson Feyer also followed up on the Resolutions passed by the Commission and recommended a system to archive passed resolutions, and make them available to the public. 

STAFF REPORTS

	HRHRC Intern, Jantsan is working on minutes from January 2013 to June 2013. He also will have training by the City Clerk Diane Holmes. 

	Assistant Attorney Jenkins thanked the Commissioners for their prayers and wishes for his health. He also offered background and clarification on the City’s Code of Ethics. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS  

K. 1    VERBAL ATTACKS AGAINST THE LGBTQQIS-2 COMMUNITY 
DURING CITY COUNCIL   MEETINGS -  DRAWING THE LINE BETWEEN FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND BULLYING  
       DISCUSS AND SUGGEST RECOMMENDATIONS TO CITY COUNCIL  
Chairperson Feyer
Councilmember Beckles gave an overview of the item. She addressed the HRHRC regarding the importance of understanding the fine line and difference between hate speech and free speech. She stated that hate speech leads to violence. She also condemned the conduct of the City Council meetings. She further encouraged elected leaders to understand the issue at discussion.  
Seventeen members of the public requested to speak on this particular Discussion Item – K1; fifteen of them were present to share their views. 
	
	Edgar Jimenez spoke against bullying and shared his experience.
	
Marcos Banals spoke regarding hate speech and behavioral conduct of councilmembers in the City Council meetings.

Mike Ali recommended the Commission to further study and research current state and federal statues, and civil rights cases. 

Jerome Smith shared a poem by D.H. Lawrence and a haiku by Jerome Smith.

Linda Newton suggested the Commission to research a concise definition of hate speech. 

Jackee Archuleta spoke against homophobia and bullying. 

Cordell Hindler spoke against bullying in secondary schools. 

Herk Schusteff encouraged more tolerance and culture of peace in community meetings.

Najari Smith spoke against verbal abuse and its effects in workplace.

Doria Robinson condemned the conduct of the City Council meetings.

Alfreddie Beulah spoke against bullying and stated support for safe spaces for LGBT youth.

Jackie Thompson spoke regarding protecting everyone’s rights.

Brian Villa spoke regarding safe environment in City Council meetings.

Eduardo Martinez spoke about an atmosphere of tolerance and acceptance. 

Michael Darkee spoke against hate speech. 

Following discussion, Chairperson Feyer appointed Commissioners Harris, Jones, Johnson and Sullivan to an Ad hoc committee to deeper look into the matter and draft an official statement and press release. A motion was made by Commissioner Sullivan, seconded by Commissioner Saunders ,to direct staff to draft and release a quick initial Press Release that includes testimonies from the public. The motion was passed by the following vote: Ayes: Commissioners Sullivan, Saunders, Johnson, Harris, Brown, Jones and Chairperson Feyer. Noes: None. Abstentions: None. Absent: Commissioners Burrus-Wright and Cummings.

K. 2	RICHMOND PERSONNEL BOARD 
UPDATE ON PERSONNEL BOARD ACTIVITY AND HRHRC RECOMMENDATIONS 
Chairperson Feyer
Continued to August 26, 2013, update on Personnel Board activity and HRHRC recommendations.

K. 3     TRAININGS – 2013 
REPORT BACK FROM COMMISSIONERS ATTENDING TRAININGS
Commissioner Cummings and Commissioner Jones
	Continued to August 26, 2013, report back from Commissioners attending trainings.

K. 4 	CONFERENCES – 2013
REPORT BACK ON CAHRO CONFERENCE - California Association of Human Relations Organizations - APRIL 2013
Chairperson Feyer, Commissioner Sullivan, and Commissioner Cummings
		Continued to August 26, 2013, report back on CAHRO Conference  - California Association of Human Relations Organizations - April 2013.  
K. 5    COMMITTEE REPORT: HUMAN RIGHTS ALLIANCES 
REPORT BACK FROM THE CONVENING OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS DEFENSE COMMITTEE
Chairperson Feyer and Commissioner Cummings
Continued to August 26, 2013, report back from the convening for the Bill of Rights Defense Committee.

K. 6  	COMMITTEE REPORT: PLANNING, ADMINISTRATION AND BUDGET  
REVIEW AND DISCUSS EXPENDITURES 2012/2013 AND 2013/2014
Chairperson Feyer and Commissioner Jones
Continued to August 26, 2013, review and discuss expenditures 2012/2013 and 2013/2014.

K. 7 	HRHRC SPECIAL EVENTS FOR 2013: RECEIVE REPORTS ON PLANNING FOR SPECIAL EVENTS AND APPROVE PLANS 
a) BUILDING BRIDGES BETWEEN BLACK AND BROWN COMMUNITIES – September 2013 
Commissioner Sullivan 
b) HUMAN RIGHTS AWARDS CEREMONY – December 2013
Commissioner Burrus-Wright
Continued to August 26, 2013, receive reports on planning for special events and approve plans.

K. 8   HRHRC CALENDAR FOR 2013 AND 2014 
DISCUSS CITY OF RICHMOND EVENTS AND APPROVE HRHRC PARTICIPATION AND REPRESENTATION; CREATION OF ON-LINE CALENDAR 
Commissioner Burrus-Wright and Commissioner Cummings
	Continued to August 26, 2013, discuss City of Richmond events and approve HRHRC participation and representation; creation of on-line Calendar.
K. 9	RICHMOND CALIFORNIA: A HUMAN RIGHTS CITY 
a) DISCUSS WAYS TO INCREASE RECOGNITION AT THE STATE LEVEL
b) DISCUSS SHOWCASING THE HRHRC AT RICHMOND CITY HALL
Commissioner Burrus-Wright and Chairperson Feyer
Continued to August 26, 2013, discuss ways to increase recognition at the State level and discuss showcasing the HRHRC at Richmond City Hall.

OPEN FORUM #2 
		None.
COMMISSION BUSINESS
		None.
ADJOURNMENT
		There being no further business, the Human Rights and Human Relations Commission’s July 2013 Regular Meetings was adjourned at 9:33 p.m., to meet again on Monday, August 26, 2013 at 6:30 p.m.
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