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City of Richmond
Human Rights and
Human Relations Commission
MEETING Minutes

Monday, June 24, 2013 at 6:30 pm
City Council Chambers, Community Services Building
1st Floor, Civic Center Plaza, Richmond, CA 94804
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

CALL TO ORDER

	The July 2013 Regular Meeting of the Human Rights and Human Relations Commission of the City of Richmond was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairperson Vivien Feyer.

ROLL CALL

	Present: Chairperson Feyer, Vice Chair Brown, Commissioner Burru-Wright, Commissioner Sullivan, Commissioner Harris, Commissioner Jones, and Commissioner Johnson (Commissioner Saunders arrived after Roll Call at 7:43 p.m.). Absent: Commissioner Jones.

AGENDA REVIEW

	Chairperson Feyer used her discretion to move item K-1: RPD Report to be heard immediately after Open Forum #1.  

OPEN FORUM #1

	Jackie Thompson spoke in support of a resolution on Workplace Bullying. 

CITY COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT

	Councilmember Beckles was not present. 


COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT

	Chairperson Feyer welcomed Carole Johnson to the Commission. Commissioner Johnson has been active in her community since 2007. She looks forward to working on the HRHRC. 
	Commissioner Harris stated her support for human rights and shared insights about her grandmother’s experience as an African American voter. 
	Vice Chair Brown applauded Commissioner Harris for standing up for her fellow Commissioner’s health.
	Commissioner Johnson attended a meeting in San Francisco on healing youth in trauma. She stated that the person who conducted the workshop is willing to come to a future meeting of the Commission. 
	Commissioner Sullivan acknowledged the issue around rising of the Gay Pride flag front of the City Hall. Jackie Thompson and Commissioner Sullivan are taking efforts to organize the second convening of Boards and Commissions on Wednesday, June 26, 2013 at 5 p.m. She also extended an invitation to members of African American and Latino community to attend the 4th Annual Building Bridges Between Black and Brown Communities Event on June 29th, 2013. This year’s focus is on immigration integration; political education, and health improvement. 


CHAIR’S REPORT 
	
	[Chair’s Report was submitted by Chairperson Feyer; see pg. 6]

	
STAFF REPORTS

	Jantsan stated that he has been working with Commissioner Sullivan on Building Bridges Between Black and Brown Communities.
	Housing Director Patrick Lynch gave a clarification on the issue around the Gay Pride flag from the staff perspective. 
	 

DISCUSSION ITEMS  

K. 1 	COMMUNITY – POLICE RELATIONS
RECEIVE REPORT FROM RICHMOND POLICE DEPARTMENT
Invited Speakers: Chief Chris Magnus, Deputy Chief Allwyn Brown and Captain Gagan
Chairperson Feyer gave an overview of the item, and appreciated and welcomed Chief Magnus, Deputy Chief Brown and Captain Gagan. Chief Magnus applauded the continued collaboration between the HRHRC and the RPD. The RPD reported on policing the community, working with Richmond youth, procedures of hiring new police officers and promotional process. 

K. 2	COMMITTEE REPORT: EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 
APPROVE COMMISSION LETTERS TO SCHOOLS
Committee Chair Burrus-Wright, Commission Vice-Chair Brown, and Commissioner Harris
In the matter to approve Commission’s letters to four elementary schools: Riverside, Olinda ,Stege and Ceasar Chavez. Education Committee Chair Burrus-Wright stated that the Education Committee will be in contact with partner schools in August, after summer break. Commissioners who are present signed letters to each school administrator and teacher. 

K. 3	HRHRC INTERN REPORT 
REPORT BACK ON INTERN’S TRIP TO THE UNITED NATIONS SUMMER PROGRAM
Chairperson Feyer and Commission Intern Jantsan Damdinsuren
	The HRHRC Intern Jantsan Damdinsuren took part in a summer program on the United Nations hosted by the Seton Hall University’s Whitehead School of Diplomacy. Jantsan immersed in the political dynamics of the United Nations. The program familiarizes students with the inner workings of the UN by bringing them together with distinguished practitioners working in the field of multilateral diplomacy. Participants attended a meeting of the Security Council, as well as briefings at the United Nations Association of the USA. Jantsan extended his appreciation to all Commissioners for their continued support. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Sullivan, seconded by Saunders to extend the meeting for 15 more minutes.The motion was passed by the unanimous vote of the Commission. 

K. 4	COMMITTEE REPORT: PLANNING, ADMINISTRATION AND BUDGET 
a) REVIEW HRHRC EXPENDITURES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012/2013 AND APPROVE FINAL    EXPENDITURES;
b) DISCUSS 2013/2014 and 2014/2015 BUDGET
c) MOVING FROM DECISION TO IMPLEMENTATION: DISCUSS PROCEDURES FOR 
CARRYING FORWARD HRHRC ACTIONS
Chairperson Feyer and Commissioner Jones and Commissioner Sullivan
	Chairperson Feyer gave an overview of the item. Jackie Thompson spoke regarding HRHRC’s reimbursement for travel. Housing Director Patrick Lynch clarified that reimbursement for travel has been suspended for the upcoming Fiscal year. Commissioner Sullivan disclosed that she is no longer a member of the Budget Committee. Following discussion regarding approval of final expenditures for the 2012/2013 Fiscal year, a motion was made by Commissioner Sullivan, seconded by Vice Chair Brown, to approve $1,000 for travel reimbursement for Jantsan, $500 for UDHR booklets, $500 for HRHRC brochures, $350 for Human Rights Awards Scrolls; $100 for HRHRC gavel; $171 for BBBBB tables, $150 for BBBBB electronics. The Commission directed staff to order UDHR booklets in both English and Spanish with any left over funding. Commissioner Sullivan rejected Chairperson Feyer’s proposal that a portion of the remaining HRHRC funding be used for the provision of missing minutes. The motion was passed by the following vote: Ayes: Commissioners Sullivan, Saunders, Johnson, Harris, Brown, Burrus-Wright. Noes: None. Abstentions: Chairperson Feyer. Absent: Commissioner Jones. 

A motion was made by Chairperson Feyer, seconded by Vice Chair Brown to extend the meeting to 10 p.m. The motion was passed by the unanimous vote of the Commission.

K. 5    HRHRC CALENDAR FOR 2013 AND 2014 
DISCUSS CITY OF RICHMOND EVENTS AND APPROVE HRHRC PARTICIPATION AND REPRESENTATION 
Commissioner Burrus-Wright and Commissioner Cummings
Chairperson Feyer stated that the Human Rights Awards Ceremony will be held in December. This item will be continued to July 22, 2013. 

K. 6 	HRHRC SPECIAL EVENTS FOR 2013: RECEIVE REPORTS ON PLANNING FOR SPECIAL EVENTS AND APPROVE PLANS 
a) BUILDING BRIDGES BETWEEN BLACK AND BROWN COMMUNITIES 
b) HUMAN RIGHTS AWARDS CEREMONY – December 9, 2013.
 	Continued to July 22, 2013.

K. 7     TRAININGS – 2013
REPORT BACK FROM COMMISSIONERS ATTENDING TRAININGS
Commissioner Cummings and Commissioner Jones
Continued to July 22, 2013.
K. 8 	CONFERENCES – 2013 
REPORT BACK ON CAHRO CONFERENCE - California Association of Human Relations Organizations - APRIL 2013
Chairperson Feyer, Commissioner Sullivan, and Commissioner Cummings
	Continued to July 22, 2013,..  
K. 9	RICHMOND CALIFORNIA: A HUMAN RIGHTS CITY 
a) DISCUSS WAYS TO INCREASE RECOGNITION AT THE STATE LEVEL
b) DISCUSS SHOWCASING THE HRHRC AT RICHMOND CITY HALL
Commissioner Burrus-Wright and Chairperson Feyer
	Continued to July 22, 2013.
K. 10 	RICHMOND PERSONNEL BOARD (5 minutes) 
UPDATE ON PERSONNEL BOARD ACTIVITY AND HRHRC RECOMMENDATIONS 
Chairperson Feyer
	Continued to July 8, 2013.
K.11  	COMMITTEE REPORT: HUMAN RIGHTS ALLIANCES 
REPORT BACK FROM THE CONVENING OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS DEFENSE COMMITTEE
Chairperson Feyer and Commissioner Cummings
	Continued to July 22, 2013.
OPEN FORUM #2 
		None.
COMMISSION BUSINESS
		Commissioner Johnson stated she would like to itemize a topic regarding youth violence and prevention for discussion at the regular meeting in July.  
ADJOURNMENT
		There being no further business, the Human Rights and Human Relations Commission’s June 2013 Regular Meeting was adjourned at 10:01 p.m., to meet again on Monday, July 8, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. for a Special meeting. 























CHAIR’S REPORT     JUNE 2013


“ON A PERSONAL NOTE, I HAVE A NEW HEALTHY GRANDDAUGHTER, BORN ON JUNE 14TH.  I HAVEN’T GOTTEN MUCH SLEEP SINCE THEN, BUT, AS A VERY PROUD GRANDMOTHER, VERY FOCUSED ON THE WELFARE OF FUTURE GENERATIONS, I WILL TRY MY BEST TO CHAIR THIS MEETING.  I ASK FOR HELP, AS ALWAYS, FROM EACH OF YOU, IN REMINDING ME OF ANYTHING I FORGET, AND KEEPING YOUR OWN COMMENTS SUCCINCT AND FOCUSED ON THE WORK THAT WE, AS A COMMISSION, CAN ACCOMPLISH TOGETHER.

I MET LAST THURSDAY WITH CITY MANAGER BILL LINDSAY AND PATRICK LYNCH.  COUNCILMEMBER BECKLES, COMMISSIONERS SULLIVAN AND SAUNDERS WERE ALSO INVITED TO THIS MEETING BUT DID NOT ATTEND.  THE THREE OF US MET FOR ABOUT ONE AND A HALF HOURS AND DISCUSSED SOME OF THE CONCERNS THAT HAVE BEEN COMING BEFORE OUR COMMISSION. PATRICK AND I WERE ABLE TO BRING UP ITEMS THAT WE’VE HEARD BOTH IN OPEN FORUM AND ON OUR AGENDA.

THE CITY MANAGER EXPRESSED HIS OWN WILLINGNESS TO SUPPORT THE COMMISSION, TO ATTEND PUBLIC MEETINGS IF REQUESTED, AND TO APPROVE CITY STAFF TIME IN DOING RESEARCH IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS – ALL WITHIN REASONABLE EXPECTATIONS, REASONABLE TIME LIMITS AND WITHIN THE SCOPE OF WHAT THE COMMISSION DOES.

BOTH MR. LINDSAY AND MR. LYNCH MADE A CLEAR COMMITMENT TO SUPPORT THE COMMISSION IN GETTING OUR AGENDAS PREPARED AND OUR MINUTES DONE IN A TIMELY FASHION, AND GETTING US BACK ON TRACK – WITH DRAFT AGENDAS READY 10 DAYS BEFORE EACH MEETING, AND MINUTES WRITTEN WITHIN TWO WEEKS AFTER EACH MEETING, FROM WHICH THOSE AGENDAS CAN BE PREPARED.

WE NEED ALL COMMISSIONERS TO BE SURE THAT ALL ITEMS AND MATERIALS THAT THEY WANT TO SEE ON OUR AGENDAS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF ANY LAST MINUTE EMERGENCY ITEMS, ARE SUBMITTED TO STAFF TWO WEEKS BEFORE EACH SCHEDULED MEETING TIME.

I WANTED TO JUST BRIEFLY MENTION, AS IT IS SO VERY TIMELY, THE NATIONAL DEBATE SURROUNDING EDWARD SNOWDEN’S REVELATIONS OF THIS COUNTRY’S TOP SECRET MASS SURVEILLANCE PROGRAMS, AND NOW, THE WORLDWIDE MANHUNT FOR HIM.   

OUR COMMISSION CONTINUES TO ADDRESS QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROTECTION OF WHISTLE-BLOWERS. WE ACTUALLY HAVE ITEMS ON BOTH OUR LAST AGENDA AND OUR UPCOMING AGENDA CONCERNING THAT TOPIC.

AS A COMMISSION, WE LOOK AT WHERE CONFLICTS COME UP BETWEEN PROTECTING THE SAFETY OF THE PUBLIC AND PROTECTING INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS. INDEED, OUR COMMISSION EXISTS, IN PART, BECAUSE THESE ISSUES ARE SO VERY COMPLEX – AND WE ARE THE ONES WHO ARE CHARGED WITH CONSISTENTLY BRINGING THE RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS INTO THE CONVERSATION.  

WE’LL BE HEARING FROM OUR OWN POLICE DEPARTMENT THIS EVENING.  IN HOSTING THIS CONVERSATION, IT IS OUR CHARGE TO LISTEN TO AND APPRECIATE THE VERY DIFFICULT AND HEROIC WORK THAT OUR POLICE DEPARTMENT DOES EVERY DAY – AND AT THE SAME TIME TO TAKE THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR  ASKING ANY QUESTIONS THAT WE MIGHT HAVE, ALWAYS PUTTING HUMAN RIGHTS AND HUMAN RELATIONS FIRST.                       THANK YOU!
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