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City of Richmond
Human Rights and
Human Relations Commission
FEBRUARY 2014 MEETING MINUTES 

Jasmine Jones, Chair						Vivien Feyer, Commissioner
Joyce Harris, Vice Chair						Carole Johnson, Commissioner
Rock Brown, Commissioner 					Demetria Saunders, Commissioner
Betty Burrus-Wright, PhD, Commissioner			Kathleen Sullivan, Commissioner
Courtney Cummings, Commissioner				

Monday, February 24, 2013 at 6:30 pm
City Council Chambers, Community Services Building
1st Floor, Civic Center Plaza, Richmond, CA 94804
	




CALL TO ORDER	
	
	The Regular Meeting of the Human Rights and Human Relations Commission was called to 	order at 6:39 p.m. by Chairperson Jasmine Jones

[bookmark: _GoBack]      ROLL CALL

	PRESENT: Chairperson Jasmine Jones, Vice Chair Joyce Harris, Commissioner Rock Brown, 	Commissioner Betty Burrus-Wright, Commissioner Vivien Feyer, Commissioner Carole Johnson, and 	Commissioner Kathleen Sullivan
	ABSENT: Commissioner Courtney Cummings and Commissioner Demetria Saunders
	

AGENDA REVIEW

	At the discretion of the Chair, discussion item K. 4 is moved to be heard first and item K.3 is moved 	immediately after K. 1. 

OPEN FORUM #1
	
	None. 
A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
	The Commissioner moved to vote on the following minutes at once. A motion was made by Vice Chair Harris, seconded by Commissioner Feyer,  to accept the following minutes as written: 
March 25 Regular Meeting, April 22 Regular Meeting, May 20 Regular  Meeting, November 18 Regular meeting, and December 2013 Program 
The Commission voted to approve the motion unanimously. ABSENT: Commissioner Courtney Cummings and Demetria Saunders


CITY COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT

	City Council Liaison Jovanka Beckles was not present. 

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS

	Commissioner Feyer thanked the Commission and mentioned that November 2013 regular meeting was her last meeting as the Chair of the Commission. She also reported that she had a meeting with the incoming Chair Jones, Vice Chair Harris and Intern Jantsan to ensure a good transition. She has attended several events in the community including Government Surveillance Program in Berkeley, Commissioner Burrus-Wright’s new documentary, and the Personnel Board meeting. Commissioner Feyer highlighted that she attended and participated in the visitation of Dalai Lama to the Tibetan Community Center in Richmond. The City of Richmond presented a proclamation to Dalai Lama and the Tibetan Community in Richmond. 

	Commissioner Johnson reported on the UC Berkeley Richmond Bay Campus progress. 

	Commissioner Brown also attended Commissioner Burrus-Wright’s film screening in the City Council Chambers. Commissioner Brown commended Dr. Betty Burrus-Wright’s dedication to the Richmond community. Commissioner Brown over the winter break visited Thailand and shared his experience. 

	Commissioner Sullivan invited the Commission and the public to attend a program to honor Black History month on February 26, 2014. 

CHAIR’S REPORT

	Chairperson Jones shared her gratitude as the incoming chair of the Human Rights and Human Relations Commission and mentioned that she has much to learn and thanked the commissioners for trusting her to take on this role. She reported that a retreat for the Commission will be organized after new Commissioners are appointed. Chairperson Jones has recently been promoted to Lead Organizer at the Black Organizing Project in Oakland. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS
The Commission may take direct action, make recommendations to the City Council or provide direction to staff.

K.4 	APPROVE PARTICIPATION IN PLANNING FOR 2014 CAHRO CONFERENCE, AND COORDINATION OF PANEL PRESENTATION (5 MINUTES) – April 23 & 24, 2014 
HEAR AND DISCUSS COMMISSION’S PARTICIPATION AND ROLE
Commissioner Feyer
Commissioner Feyer requested Ann Noel of California Association of Human Relations Organization (CAHRO). Ms. Noel presented an upcoming CAHRO state conference scheduled on April 25, 2014 in San Francisco. The conference will cover wide range of issues including racial justice, youth involvement in human rights work, human trafficking, LGBTQ rights and immigration. She invited the Commission to participate in the conference. The following commissioners and staff expressed interest in attending: Commissioner Feyer, Commissioner Carole, Commissioner Burrus-Wright and Intern Jantsan. In addition, Commissioner Sullivan is one of the presenters at the conference. 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Harris, seconded by Commissioner Burrus-Wright, to allocate budget for the CAHRO conference registration fees for the attending members of the commission. The motion was unanimously approved by the Commission. 

	K.1   	COMMITTEE REPORT:  EDUCATION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE (10 MINUTES)
REVIEW AND APPROVE UPDATES TO COMMITTEE’S PLAN FOR ARTISTICALLY WRITE AND SPEAK ALOUD – March 17, 2014 @ City Council Chambers 
Commissioner Burrus-Wright, Commissioner Brown and Vice Chair Harris
Commissioner Dr. Betty Burrus-Wright framed the item. This year’s AWASAL program is being held on March 17, 2014 in the Council Chambers. Ceasar Chavez and Olinda elementary schools will be participating in the program in March. The Education committee requested assistance in publicizing the event through press release, city website, invitation to local and city officials and snacks and water at the event. 


K.2	COMMITTEE REPORT: WORKPLACE BULLYING 
HEAR UPDATE ON RESOLUTION TO RECOMMEND AMENDING RICHMOND'S POLICY AGAINST WORKPLACE HARASSMENT TO A) SPECIFY TIME FRAMES FOR INITIATING AND CONCLUDING INVESTIGATIONS, AND B) PROVIDE FOR 	NOTIFICATION TO ALL INVOLVED PARTIES (15 MINUTES)		
	Commissioner Feyer, Commissioner Sullivan, and Commissioner Harris
Cordell Hindler presented a poem and condemned unfair treatment in the workplace. 
This item has been on the Commission’s agenda since the spring of 2013. Commissioner Feyer reported that three specific recommendations were agreed when City Manager Bill Lindsay attended the HRHRC meeting. However, no response from the City Manager since November 2013. Attorney Jenkins suggested the committee to seek assistance from Councilmember Beckles to community with the City Manager’s office. 
A motion was made by Commissioner Feyer, seconded by Commissioner Burrus-Wright, to instruct HRHRC staff to follow up with city management, send written communiqué to the Council Liaison and Human Resources Department. The HRHRC voted all in favor of the motion. 
K.3	RICHMOND HOUSING AUTHORITY’S HANDLING OF RESIDENTS’ REQUEST RE “DEPLORABLE CONDITIONS” (15 MINUTES)
REVIEW AND DISCUSS RECOMMENDATION TO THE CITY COUNCIL 
Chairperson Jones, Commissioner Sullivan, and Commissioner Johnson
Commissioner Sullivan framed the item. Commissioners Sullivan and Johnson reported that they have been closely paying attention around fair housing and found concerns in Richmond around housing. Presenters of this item recommended the Commission to follow on this item and create safe space in HRHRC meetings to facilitate residents concerns around fair housing. 
K.5	HEAR UPDATE ON THE CHARGES AGAINST JEWLYES KLAZON-GUTIERREZ 
(5 MINUTES)
HEAR UPDATE AND DISCUSS FURTHER PURSUIT FROM THE COMMISSION
Commissioner Feyer
	Continued to March 24, 2014 Regular Meeting. 
K.6	RICHMOND PERSONNEL BOARD (10 MINUTES) 
HEAR UPDATE ON PERSONNEL BOARD ACTIVITY, REVIEW DRAFT OF WORKPLACE BULLYING POLICY, AND CONSIDER FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS
Commissioner Feyer and Commissioner Sullivan 
Commissioner Feyer framed the item. Commissioner Sullivan and Commissioner Feyer shared concerns about the conduct of Personal Board meetings. Commissioner Feyer reported that the Personal Board heard Stan Fleury’s case in a non-accessible space and irregular time. The hearing took 6 hours and went passed midnight. The hearing of Mr. Fleury’s case lasted until 3 a.m. More updates will be given at the next meeting about activities of the Personnel Board. 
K.7	SHOWCASING RICHMOND CALIFORNIA: A HUMAN RIGHTS CITY (10 MINUTES)
DISCUSS WAYS TO INCREASE RECOGNITION AT THE STATE LEVEL 
Commissioner Burrus-Wright and Commissioner Feyer

	Continued to March 24, 2014 Regular Meeting.
K.8	7TH ANNUAL SISTERS IN SOLIDARITY (10 MINUTES)
REVIEW AND APPROVE COMMISSION’S PARTICIPATION – AN INVITATION TO HOST A TABLE – Saturday, March 8, 2014 @ Nystrom Elementary School 
Commissioner Feyer 
Following the public comment by Mr. Cordell Hindler commending the event, Commissioner Feyer framed the item. The Commission has supported Sisters in Solidarity in the past. A motion was made by Commissioner Feyer, seconded by Commissioner Johnson, to support the event as a Commission and encouraged Commissioners to participate. The commission voted in favor of the motion.
K. 9	COMMITTEE REPORT: PLANNING, ADMINISTRATION AND BUDGET (15 MINUTES) 
a) REVIEW AND APPROVE PROPOSAL FOR COMMISSION RETREAT
Chairperson Jones, Commissioner Feyer and Commissioner Johnson
Chairperson Jones reported that there will be a retreat for the Commission after new Commissioners are appointed. She requested commissioners to email her with creative ideas and possible dates for the retreat. 
K.10 	RECRUITMENT OF APPLICANTS FOR COMMISSION SEATS (10 MINUTES)
HEAR AND DISCUSS RECOMMENDATIONS FOR RECRUITING APPLICANTS AND REAPPOINTING COMMISSIONERS		
Chairperson Jones and Commissioner Burrus-Wright
Commissioner Burrus-Wright framed the item. Several Commissioners including Rock Brown and Kathleen Sullivan will be termed out from the Commission in March. Chairperson addressed the need for a clarification on the application process. All commissioners are encouraged to outreach to community members and leaders to apply for vacant positions on the commission. 

L. REPORTS
		None. 
M. OPEN FORUM #2    (At approximately 8:30P.M.)

		Mr. Cordell Hindler presented a poem by Fred Jackson. 

N. COMMISSION BUSINESS
A. CALL FOR AGENDA ITEMS: K. 3, K. 5, K. 6, K. 7, K. 9, K. 10
B. FOR THE GOOD OF THE COMMISSION

O. ADJOURNMENT

		There being no further business, the HRHRC’s regular meeting in April 2014 was adjourned at 9:50 p.m., to meet again on Monday, March 17, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. in City Council Chambers for the ARTISTICALLY WRITE AND SPEAK ALOUD Program. 
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