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Jasmine Jones, Chair						Vivien Feyer, Commissioner
Joyce Harris, Vice Chair						Carole Johnson, Commissioner
Rock Brown, Commissioner 					Demetria Saunders, Commissioner
Betty Burrus-Wright, PhD, Commissioner			Kathleen Sullivan, Commissioner
Courtney Cummings, Commissioner				

Monday, March 24, 2014 at 6:30 pm
City Council Chambers, Community Services Building
1st Floor, Civic Center Plaza, Richmond, CA 94804
	



CALL TO ORDER

	The Regular Meeting of the Human Rights and Human Relations Commission was called to order at 6:38 p.m. by Vice Chair Joyce Harris. 

ROLL CALL

	PRESENT: Vice Chair Joyce Harris,	Commissioner Betty Burrus-Wright, Commissioner Vivien Feyer, 	Commissioner Carole Johnson, and 	Commissioner Kathleen Sullivan
	ABSENT: Chairperson Jasmine Jones, Commissioner Rock Brown, Commissioner Courtney 	Cummings and Commissioner Demetria Saunders

AGENDA REVIEW
	
	Commissioner Feyer motioned, seconded by Commissioner Sullivan, to move discussion item K. 5 to 	the top of the discussion items. This motion was passed by the unanimous vote of the commission. 

OPEN FORUM #1
	None. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
	None.

CITY COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT
	Councilmember Beckles was not present. 

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS

	Commissioner Johnson reported her attendance at the Sisters in Solidarity event on March 8, 2014. 

	Commissioner Burrus-Wright represented the HRHRC booth at the Sisters in Solidarity event on March 8 with Commissioner Johnson. Commissioner Burrus-Wright highlighted the cross cultural communication part of the event. 

	Commissioner Sullivan apologized for not being able attend the March 17 program of the Education Committee. She also reported that she is getting certified for foster parent training. Commissioner Sullivan is planning to attend several public meetings including the Board of Supervisors meeting on March 25 and the Personnel Board meeting on March 27. Lastly, she conveyed Commissioner Brown’s appreciation to the HRHRC and delivered Commissioner Brown’s special shout out to Commissioner Burrus-Wright for her hard work and inspiration and guidance he received from her during his time with the HRHRC. This meeting is also Commissioner Sullivan’s last official meeting as a Human Rights Commissioner. The Commission thanked her for her contributions. 

CHAIR’S REPORT

	Chairperson Jasmine Jones was not present. 

STAFF REPORTS

	Assistant Attorney Jenkins reported that commissioners who are being termed out could stay on the Commission for 90 days or until vacancies are filled. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS

K.5	DEPICTION OF HARMFUL POLICE PROBATION SEARCH PRACTICES (10 MINUTES)
HEAR ABOUT HARMFUL POLICE INTERACTIONS WITH YOUTH
Commissioner Sullivan
Commissioner Sullivan framed the item and introduced Dr. Crystal Johnson and Dr. Tracy Smith of the Wright Institute to give an overview of the item. At the Regular Meeting on Monday, March 24, 2014, a concern was brought to the Commission’s attention about a KTVU story depicting police probation search practices. (Video link is provided below) http://www.ktvu.com/videos/news/richmond-juveniles-checked-for-probation/vCSJZ9/
The concern involved the possibility of harm caused by these search practices – and the possibility of harm caused to the individuals involved, and to the greater community, by the news story itself. After discussion, a motion was made to agendize the item for the next regular meeting in April, invite Richmond Police Department Chief Chris Magnus, County Probation Officer Kader and a representative from the RYSE Center to the meeting in April as well. The motion was modified to include written letter to be sent to Chief Magnus and Chief Officer Kader to review their policies and procedures for probation searches and clarify their relationships with the media and policies about media involvement in probation searches. The HRHRC voted in favor of motion. Ayes: Vice Chair Joyce Harris, Commissioner Betty Burrus-Wright, Commissioner Vivien Feyer, 	Commissioner Carole Johnson, and 	Commissioner Kathleen Sullivan. Noes: None ABSENT: Chairperson Jasmine Jones, Commissioner Rock Brown, Commissioner Courtney Cummings and Commissioner Demetria Saunders
	K.1   	COMMITTEE REPORT: EDUCATION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE (10 MINUTES)
HEAR REFLECTIONS FROM PAST EVENT
Commissioner Burrus-Wright, Commissioner Brown and Vice Chair Harris
The following speaker from public spoke on the item: Mr. Cordell Hindler presented a poem highlighting the importance of youth involvement in volunteering. 
Commissioner Burrus-Wright reported on the success of the Artistically Write and Speak Aloud program. The program this year involved 50 elementary students from Ceaser Chavez and Olinda. Students read their pieces on human rights and bullying.
Committee Chair Burrus-Wright also shed some light on recent bullying scandal at San Jose State University. This item is to be agendized for the April meeting. 
A motion was made by Commissioner Sullivan, seconded by Commissioner Burrus-Wright, to reimburse $150.00 to Dr. Betty Burrus-Wright for the expenses occurred. The HRHRC voted in favor of motion. Ayes: Vice Chair Joyce Harris, Commissioner Betty Burrus-Wright, Commissioner Vivien Feyer, 	Commissioner Carole Johnson, and 	Commissioner Kathleen Sullivan. Noes: None ABSENT: Chairperson Jasmine Jones, Commissioner Rock Brown, Commissioner Courtney Cummings and Commissioner Demetria Saunders

K.2	COMMITTEE REPORT: WORKPLACE BULLYING (15 MINUTES)
HEAR UPDATE ON RESOLUTION TO RECOMMEND AMENDING RICHMOND'S POLICY AGAINST WORKPLACE HARASSMENT TO A) SPECIFY TIME FRAMES FOR INITIATING AND CONCLUDING INVESTIGATIONS, AND B) PROVIDE FOR 	NOTIFICATION TO ALL INVOLVED PARTIES		
	Commissioner Feyer, Commissioner Sullivan, and Commissioner Harris
Commissioner Feyer framed the item. A motion was made by Commissioner Feyer, seconded by Commissioner Sullivan, to deliver written letters to all councilmembers by Friday to seek assistance in getting closure on this item. The HRHRC voted in favor of motion. Ayes: Vice Chair Joyce Harris, Commissioner Betty Burrus-Wright, Commissioner Vivien Feyer, Commissioner Carole Johnson, and 	Commissioner Kathleen Sullivan. Noes: None ABSENT: Chairperson Jasmine Jones, Commissioner Rock Brown, Commissioner Courtney Cummings and Commissioner Demetria Saunders
K.3	RICHMOND PERSONNEL BOARD (10 MINUTES) 
HEAR UPDATE ON PERSONNEL BOARD ACTIVITY, REVIEW WORKPLACE BULLYING POLICY, AND CONSIDER FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS
Commissioner Feyer and Commissioner Sullivan 
Commissioner Feyer reported that the current proposed workplace bullying police needs to be reviewed by all six unions. She also reported that there are no minutes on Stan Fluery’s hearing. 
K.4	SHOWCASING RICHMOND CALIFORNIA: A HUMAN RIGHTS CITY (10 MINUTES)
DISCUSS WAYS TO INCREASE RECOGNITION AT THE STATE LEVEL AND DISCUSS CITY RECOGNITION AND HOW TO GET IN THE CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
Commissioner Burrus-Wright and Commissioner Feyer
	
	Continued to April 28, 2014  Regular Meeting. 
K.6 	NELSON MANDELA DAY (10 MINUTES)
DISCUSS THE CITY RECOGNIZING NELSON MANDELA DAY AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS
Commissioner Johnson
		Continued to April 28, 2014 Regular Meeting.
K.7 	RECRUITMENT OF APPLICANTS FOR COMMISSION SEATS (10 MINUTES)
HEAR AND DISCUSS RECOMMENDATIONS FOR RECRUITING APPLICANTS AND REAPPOINTING COMMISSIONERS		
Chairperson Jones and Commissioner Burrus-Wright
There are three vacancies on the Commission. Commissioner Burrus-Wright encouraged diversity on the Commission. 
	Continued to April 28, 2014 Regular Meeting.

 REPORTS
None. 
OPEN FORUM #2    
		
None. 

COMMISSION BUSINESS
CALL FOR AGENDA ITEMS: Budget, SJSU Bullying, CAHRO Report, Nelson Mandela Day Resolution. 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE COMMISSION

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the Human Rights and Human Relations Commission’s meeting in March 2014 was adjourned at 9:55 p.m., to meet again on Monday, April 28, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. in City Council Chambers.  
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