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City of Richmond
Human Rights and
Human Relations Commission
APRIL 2014 MEETING MINUTES

Jasmine Jones, Chair						Vivien Feyer, Commissioner
Joyce Harris, Vice Chair						Carole Johnson, Commissioner
Rock Brown, Commissioner 					Kathleen Sullivan, Commissioner
Betty Burrus-Wright, PhD, Commissioner			Carolyn Wysinger, Commissioner  
Courtney Cummings, Commissioner				

Monday, April 28, 2014 at 6:30 pm
City Council Chambers, Community Services Building
1st Floor, Civic Center Plaza, Richmond, CA 94804
	



CALL TO ORDER

	The Regular Meeting of the Human Rights and Human Relations Commission was called to order at 6:34 p.m. by Vice Chair Joyce Harris. 

     ROLL CALL

	PRESENT: 	Vivien Feyer, Commissioner
			Joyce Harris, Vice Chair						
			Carole Johnson, Commissioner
			Betty Burrus-Wright, PhD, Commissioner			
			Kathleen Sullivan, Commissioner
			Courtney Cummings, Commissioner				
			Carolyn Wysinger, Commissioner  
	ABSENT:	Jasmine Jones, Chair


AGENDA REVIEW
	
	A motion was made by Commissioner Feyer, seconded by Commissioner Burrus-Wright, to add two emergency items to the agenda to be heard immediately after discussion item K. 7 as K.8 and K.9. 
Discussion item K.8: MOVING THE REGULAR MAY MEETING OF THE COMMISISON and, 
K. 9: PARTICIPATION IN CINCO DE MAYO – MAY 3, 2014
The HRHRC voted in favor of the motion. 


OPEN FORUM #1
	None. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
	February 2014 – Continued to May 19, 2014 Regular Meeting. 

CITY COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT
	
	Councilmember Beckels reported that in pursuit with the HRHRC’s recommendation the City Council is taking up the Workplace Bullying concern at their 1st meeting in May. 

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS

	Commissioner Wysinger introduced herself. The newly appointed member on the Commission was born and raised in Richmond. She is interested in facilitating diversity in Richmond and an advocate for LGBTQ rights.

	Commissioner Burrus-Wright reported that she is working on recognition at the historical museum for the Human Rights Day Celebration Event. She noted that the HRHRC will be the first commission to have showing at the Museum. 

	Commissioner Feyer reported on her participation in the California Association for Human Relations Organizations’ (CAHRO) annual conference that took place on April 25th. She also attended two personnel board meetings and the annual summit on youth. Commissioner Feyer raised concerns regarding lack of transparency around Personnel Board meetings. 

	Commissioner Sullivan reported that she has a new job working in housing. She is serving on the Commission until the seat is filled. 
	

CHAIR’S REPORT
	
	Chairperson Jasmine Jones was not present at the meeting. 

STAFF REPORTS

	None. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS

		K.1	DEPICTION OF HARMFUL POLICE PROBATION SEARCH PRACTICES (15 MINUTES)
		HEAR REPORT FROM RICHMOND POLICE DEPARTMENT, COUNTY PROBATION, AND RYSE 			YOUTH CENTER
		Commissioner Sullivan
		Commissioner Sullivan framed the item. Commissioner Sullivan requested Dr. Crystal Johnson to 			provide an update on the item. At the March meeting, a concern was brought to the Commission’s 			attention regarding probation searches at schools and media involvement in probation searches. In 			March, the Commission voted to send written requests to the Richmond Police Department and the 			County Probation Department to review their probation policies. Present at meeting to report at the 			meeting are Chief Magnus, Officer French and officer Booker from the RPD. Also present are 				representatives from the Wright Institute, RYSE center and Safe Return Project.
			Chief Magnus provided extensive review of the RPD’s policy on probation search and invited present 			community organizations to work with the police.  
		This item is requested to be on the May meeting agenda to follow up on additional developments. The 			Commission voted to support Chief Magnus’ effort to connect with the county probation 					department. Ayes: Commissioner Betty Burrus-Wright, Commissioner Vivien Feyer, 					Commissioner Carole Johnson, Commissioner Courtney Cummings, Commissioner Carolyn 				Wysinger and Commissioner Kathleen Sullivan. Noes: Vice Chair Joyce Harris. ABSENT: Chairperson 		Jasmine Jones. 
		The following speakers from the public commented on this item:
		Mr. Jonathan Perez of Safe Return Project shared his story and his positive contribution to his 				community. He also condemned the Media’s portrayal. 
		Mr. Cordell Hindler expressed his disappointment with the handling of the probation search and shared 			a poem. 
		Ms. Tamisha Walker of Safe Return Project expressed her appreciation for the efforts by the RDP. She 			hoped that the County Probation Department and School Board would be here at the discussion table. 
		Ms. Rhonnie Schwartz found it unsettling that the County Probation Department did not send a 				representative and shared her concern regarding probation searches at schools.	
K.2   	COMMITTEE REPORT: EDUCATION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE (10 MINUTES)
REVIEW AND DISCUSS RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION CONDEMNING CLASSROOM BULLYING AND RACIAL INTIMIDATION AT SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY
Commissioner Burrus-Wright, Commissioner Brown and Vice Chair Harris
		Commissioner burrus-wright introduced the resolution. Since the item is not time sensitive, 	the commission moved to closely study the resolution and make further amendments. 
	Continued to May 19, 2014 Regular Meeting
		 

K.3	COMMITTEE REPORT: WORKPLACE BULLYING (10 MINUTES)
	HEAR UPDATE ON ACTIONS BY CITY MANAGER AND CITY COUNCIL IN RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE FROM THE HRHRC REGARDING THE HRHRC'S NOVEMBER RESOLUTION ON RICHMOND'S POLICY AGAINST WORKPLACE HARASSMENT (GENERAL ORDER 33). THE COMMISSION HAS RECOMMENDED THAT THE CITY MANAGER AMEND THE EXISTING POLICY TO SPECIFY AS FOLLOWS: 	        (1) that the City will contact the complainant within 3 working days of the Human Resources Department or City Attorney’s Office being made aware of a complaint, 			
(2) that the City will set a time frame for the initiation of other steps of an investigation, 
(3) that the City conclude all investigations in a timely manner, and 			        (4) that the City will notify all participants within three days after an investigation is concluded
Commissioner Feyer, Commissioner Sullivan, and Commissioner Harris
				Commissioner Feyer framed the item. Provided the commission with recent development 				around communication with the city manager. Commissioner Feyer indicated she has been 				contacted by the city manager re the commission’s request to attend the HRHRC meetings. 				The commission recommended and voted to approve all communication from now on to be on 				behalf of the commission. Ayes: Vice Chair Joyce Harris, Commissioner Betty Burrus-Wright, 				Commissioner Vivien Feyer, Commissioner Carole Johnson, Commissioner Courtney 					Cummings, Commissioner Carolyn Wysinger and Commissioner Kathleen Sullivan. Noes: 				None.  ABSENT: Chairperson Jasmine Jones

K.4 	NELSON MANDELA DAY (10 MINUTES)
REVIEW AND APPROVE RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION 
Commissioner Johnson and Commissioner Feyer 
The commission voted to take accept the first draft of the resolution and voted to table the resolution until the next meeting.
	Continued to May 19, 2014 Regular Meeting
K.5	RICHMOND PERSONNEL BOARD (5 MINUTES)      					  HEAR UPDATE ON PERSONNEL BOARD ACTIVITY, REVIEW WORKPLACE BULLYING POLICY, DISCUSS FURTHER ACTION						 Commissioner Feyer and Commissioner Sullivan 			
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Commissioner Feyer framed the item. It has been a concern of the Commission that there is no written minutes of Mr. Stan Fluery’s hearing. The commission voted to urge the city to transcribe the minutes from Stan Fleury’s hearing in January 2014. Ayes: Vice Chair Joyce Harris, Commissioner Betty Burrus-Wright, Commissioner Vivien Feyer, Commissioner Carole Johnson, Commissioner Courtney Cummings, Commissioner Carolyn Wysinger and Commissioner Kathleen Sullivan. Noes: None.  ABSENT: Chairperson Jasmine Jones
K.6 	COMMITTEE REPORT: PLANNING, ADMINISTRATION AND BUDGET  (10 MINUTES)
A) REVIEW HRHRC EXPENDITURES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013/2014 AND DISCUSS 2014/2015 BUDGET
B) HEAR PROPOSAL FOR COMMISSION RETREAT	
Chairperson Jones and Commissioner Feyer
		Continued to May 19, 2014 Meeting. 
K.7	SHOWCASING RICHMOND CALIFORNIA: A HUMAN RIGHTS CITY (10 MINUTES)   DISCUSS WAYS TO INCREASE RECOGNITION AT THE STATE LEVEL AND DISCUSS CITY RECOGNITION AND HOW TO GET IN THE CITY MANAGER’S REPORT	   Commissioner Burrus-Wright and Commissioner Feyer
			Continued to May 19, 2014 Meeting.
	
	K. 8 	MOVING THE REGULAR MAY MEETING OF THE COMMISISON 
		The commission unanimously voted to move the meeting date from May 26th to May 19th due to 	the Memorial day weekend. 
	Ayes: Vice Chair Joyce Harris, Commissioner Betty Burrus-Wright, Commissioner Vivien 	Feyer, Commissioner Carole Johnson, Commissioner Courtney Cummings, Commissioner 	Carolyn Wysinger and Commissioner Kathleen Sullivan. Noes: None ABSENT: Chairperson 	Jasmine Jones
	                  K. 9	PARTICIPATION IN CINCO DE MAYO – MAY 3, 2014							The deadline for application has passed on April 18. Commissioner Sullivan volunteered to 	follow up with the organizers to register the commission’s participation. The commission voted 	to approve the participation in the parade, with the condition of commissioner Sullivan’s inquiry. 
	A motion was made by Commissioner Sullivan, seconded by Commissioner Feyer, to instruct 	staff to make contact with organizers of the event and to provide necessary materials for 	HRHRC booth. Ayes: Vice Chair Joyce Harris, Commissioner Betty Burrus-Wright, 	Commissioner Vivien Feyer, Commissioner Carole Johnson, Commissioner Courtney 	Cummings, Commissioner Carolyn Wysinger and Commissioner Kathleen Sullivan. Noes: 	None.  ABSENT: Chairperson Jasmine Jones

L. REPORTS
	L. 1	CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF HUMAN RELATIONS ORGANIZATIONS (CAHRO) 				ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
		REPORT BACK from Commissioner Feyer, Commissioner Cummings, Commissioner Wysinger 		and Commission Intern Jantsan
M. OPEN FORUM #2    (At approximately 8:30P.M.)

N. COMMISSION BUSINESS
A. CALL FOR AGENDA ITEMS
B. FOR THE GOOD OF THE COMMISSION

O. ADJOURNMENT
	The next regular meeting of the City of Richmond Human Rights and Human Relations Commission is 	scheduled for Monday, May 26, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. in City Council Chambers.  
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