


Richmond-Shimada Friendship Committee Minutes
August 12, 2015

I. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7:15pm.  
Present were Marilyn, Diego, Marisa, Veronica, Keiko, Ernie, Zelda, Esther, Yas and Josh.

II. Reading and Approval of Minutes

The minutes were not submitted for review.

III. Input on the Agenda

No input received.

IV. Commissioner Reports
There was no report. 

V. Important Business

a. Keiko said that the ambassadors were very inquisitive. They painted the doves that she taught for 2 classes for adults, host families. She got to meet some radio station people. Everyone was very nice.

b. Our ambassadors were present to give their reports from their recent trip to Shimada, Japan.

Veronica, once she arrived, felt that it was unbelievable. She tried many new foods.  She met many people with cultural differences and similarities. She changed to be more outgoing.  She felt that it was a breathtaking experience. 

Diego felt uneasy in the air.  It was a four hour drive from the airport to Shimada.  They went to 7/11 that was a lot of fun.  They went to factories, and on the way to Shimada, from Tokyo they saw Mt. Fuji.  He was encouraged to travel, and he was glad that he made the decision to go.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Marisa partied with the kids and taught English. The biggest issue was communicating when they didn't have a translator. They had lots of food. She was not homesick during the trip. She saw a tea ceremony. She brought pictures of Richmond with her. She brought back a lot of tea from Mr. Harada, which is not sold in the USA. Ernie asked if she brought home pictures of the families where she stayed. They had no problems.

c. We discussed money.  They need to change the bank and Josh and Esther are going August 27 to get that settled. The city is giving us $2,000.00.

d. Members were invited to help at the Dove Peace Project booth with Keiko Nelson.

e. We will be selling the tea that Marisa brought back from the Shimada trip, at the September 13 show at the El Cerrito Community Center. It is a fundraiser, and we could raise the price. We will be helping out.

VI. Good of the Order

The next meeting is Wednesday, September 2, 2015. 

Respectfully submitted,
Zelda Holland, Secretary


