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Department: Rent Program Department Head: Nicolas Traylor Phone: 620-6564 
   
Meeting Date: April 15, 2020 Final Decision Date Deadline: April 15, 2020 

 
STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE: On March 4, 2020, California Governor Gavin Newsom issued Executive Order N-25-20, 
concerning the Coronavirus pandemic. Among other provisions, the Executive Order authorizes exceptions to how public 
meetings are typically conducted, such as, but not limited to, allowing public meetings to be conducted by teleconference, 
under specific circumstances. The purpose of this item is to allow the Rent Board to discuss how it would like to conduct its 
business in light of the Coronavirus pandemic and Executive Order N-25-20. 
 
             

INDICATE APPROPRIATE BODY  

 City Council  Redevelopment 
Agency 

 Housing Authority  Surplus Property 
Authority 

 Joint Powers 
Financing Authority 

 Finance 
Standing 
Committee 

 Public Safety Public 
Services Standing 
Committee 

 Local Reuse Authority Other: Rent Board 

    
 

  

ITEM   

 Presentation/Proclamation/Commendation (3-Minute Time Limit) 

 Public Hearing    Regulation    Other:  

 Contract/Agreement   Rent Board As Whole 

 Grant Application/Acceptance  Claims Filed Against City of Richmond     

 Resolution     Video/PowerPoint Presentation (contact KCRT @ 620.6759)  
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RECOMMENDED ACTION: DISCUSS and DETERMINE the method and format for future Rent Board meetings as it 
relates to the Coronavirus pandemic – Rent Program (Nicolas Traylor 620-6564). 
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DATE: April 15, 2020 
 
TO: Chair Maddock and Members of the Rent Board 
 
FROM: Nicolas Traylor, Executive Director 
  
SUBJECT: FUTURE RENT BOARD MEETINGS AND THE CORONAVIRUS 

PANDEMIC 
 
STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE: 
 
On March 4, 2020, California Governor Gavin Newsom issued Executive Order N-25-
20, concerning the Coronavirus pandemic. Among other provisions, the Executive Order 
authorizes exceptions to how public meetings are typically conducted, such as, but not 
limited to, allowing public meetings to be conducted by teleconference, under specific 
circumstances. The purpose of this item is to allow the Rent Board to discuss how it 
would like to conduct its business in light of the Coronavirus pandemic and Executive 
Order N-25-20.  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
 
DISCUSS and DETERMINE the method and format for future Rent Board meetings as it 
relates to the Coronavirus pandemic – Rent Program (Nicolas Traylor 620-6564). 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
There is no fiscal impact related to this item at this time. 
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
Background 
 
On March 4, 2020, California Governor Gavin Newsom issued Executive Order N-25-
20, authorizing a local legislative body to hold public meetings via teleconferencing and 
to make public meetings accessible telephonically or other electronically to all members 
of the public seeking to attend and address the local legislative body during the period 
in which state or local public officials impose or recommend measures to promote social 
distancing, including but not limited to limitations on public events. 
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Executive Order N-25-20 Provisions Regarding Public Meetings 
 
Executive Order N-25-20 states, in pertinent part: 
 

“11. Notwithstanding any other provision of state or local law, including the 
Bagley-Keene Act or the Brown Act, a local legislative body or state body 
is authorized to hold public meetings via teleconferencing and to make 
public meetings accessible telephonically or otherwise electronically to all 
members of the public seeking to attend and to address the local 
legislative body or state body, during the period in which state or local 
public officials impose or recommend measures to promote social 
distancing, including but not limited to limitations on public events. All 
requirements in both the Bagley-Keene Act and the Brown Act expressly 
or impliedly requiring the physical presence of members, the clerk or other 
personnel of the body, or of the public as a condition of participation in or 
quorum for a public meeting are hereby waived. 
 
In particular, any otherwise-applicable requirements that 
 

i. state and local bodies notice each teleconference location from 
which a member will be participating in a public meeting; 

ii. each teleconference location be accessible to the public; 
iii. members of the public may address the body at each 

teleconference conference location; 
iv. state and local bodies post agendas at all teleconference locations; 
v. at least one member of the state body be physically present at the 

location specified in the notice of the meeting; and 
vi. during teleconference meetings, a least a quorum of the members 

of the local body participate from locations within the boundaries of 
the territory over which the local body exercises jurisdiction 

 
Are hereby suspended, on the conditions that: 
 

i. each state or local body must give advance notice of each public 
meeting, according to the timeframe otherwise prescribed by the 
Bagley-Keene Act or the Brown Act, and using the means 
otherwise prescribed by the Bagley-Keene Act or the Brown Act, as 
applicable; and 

ii. consistent with the notice requirement in paragraph (i), each state 
or local body must notice at least one publicly accessible location 
from which members of the public shall have the right to observe 
and offer public comment at the public meeting, consistent with the 
public's rights of access and public comment otherwise provided for 
by the Bagley-Keene Act and the Brown Act, as applicable 
(including, but not limited to, the requirement that such rights of 
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access and public comment be made available in a manner 
consistent with the Americans with Disabilities Act). 

  
In addition to the mandatory conditions set forth above, all state and local 
bodies are urged to use sound discretion and to make reasonable efforts 
to adhere as closely as reasonably possible to the provisions of the 
Bagley-Keene Act and the Brown Act, and other applicable local laws 
regulating the conduct of public meetings, in order to maximize 
transparency and provide the public access to their meetings.” 
 

The Rent Board exercises its powers and duties under the Rent Ordinance independent 
from the City Council, City Manager, and City Attorney, except by request of the Board 
(Section 11.100.060(m)). As such, staff members recommend that the Board determine 
how it plans to conduct its business in a manner that is sensitive to the health and 
safety of the Richmond community. 

 
DOCUMENTS ATTACHED: 
 
Attachment 1 – Executive Order N-25-20 
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