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STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE:  On July 26, 2021, the Richmond Rent Program was awarded a $5,000 grant from the 
Richmond Community Foundation to fund outreach and education in Richmond around the State of California’s 
Emergency Rent Assistance Program (ERAP).  These grants are designed to increase awareness of and support for 
applying to the ERAP funding within those populations most in need in the county.  By accepting this grant, the Rent 
Program certifies to the Richmond Community Foundation that grant will not be used to satisfy the payment of any pledge 
or other personal obligation on behalf of donors of the Richmond Community Foundation. This grant shall only be used to 
fund ERAP outreach:  all Rent Program staff time, activity, supplies and services shall be funded by the $5,000 ERAP 
outreach grant.  Per the ERAP grant contract, the Rent Program shall document and itemize all expenses associated with 
ERAP outreach performed.  
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ITEM   

 Presentation/Proclamation/Commendation (3-Minute Time Limit) 

 Public Hearing    Regulation    Other:  

 Contract/Agreement   Rent Board As Whole 

 Grant Application/Acceptance  Claims Filed Against City of Richmond     

 Resolution     Video/PowerPoint Presentation (contact KCRT @ 620.6759)  
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RECOMMENDED ACTION:  APPROVE receipt of and AUTHORIZE use of the $5,000 ERAP grant by the Richmond Rent 
Program – (Nicolas Traylor/510-620-6564). 
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DATE: September 15, 2021 
 
TO: Chair Finlay and Members of the Rent Board 
 
FROM: Nicolas Traylor, Executive Director 
  
SUBJECT: Board Approval to Receive $5,000 ERAP Outreach Grant 
 
STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE: 
 
On July 26, 2021, the Richmond Rent Program was awarded a $5,000 grant from the 
Richmond Community Foundation to fund outreach and education in Richmond around 
the State of California’s Emergency Rent Assistance Program (ERAP).  These grants are 
designed to increase awareness of and support for applying to the ERAP funding within 
those populations most in need in the county.  By accepting this grant, the Rent Program 
certifies to the Richmond Community Foundation that grant will not be used to satisfy the 
payment of any pledge or other personal obligation on behalf of donors of the Richmond 
Community Foundation. This grant shall only be used to fund ERAP outreach:  all Rent 
Program staff time, activity, supplies and services shall be funded by the $5,000 ERAP 
outreach grant.  Per the ERAP grant contract, the Rent Program shall document and 
itemize all expenses associated with ERAP outreach performed.  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
 
APPROVE receipt of and AUTHORIZE use of the $5,000 ERAP grant by the Richmond 
Rent Program. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
A separate special fund (within the Rent Program fund) has been established to house 
the $5,000 ERAP grant.  
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
Background 
 
In June of 2021, Executive Director, Nicolas Traylor submitted a grant application with the 
Richmond Community Foundation to receive funding to perform Emergency Rent 
Assistance Program outreach.  On July 26, 2021, the Richmond Community Foundation 
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informed the Rent Program that they had been awarded $5,000 to perform community 
outreach, to the get the word out that Tenants and Landlords, who have been unable to 
pay rent, and Landlords who have not been receiving rent, may apply for and receive up 
to 100% of any rent in default, if that default were the result of financial hardship caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. (Attachment 1) 
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of the $5,000 grant is to get the word out in the community about applying 
for the state of California’s Emergency Rent Assistance Program through 
HousingIsKey.com or housing.ca.gov.   
 
Most of Richmond’s Landlords are small rental property owners (or “Mom and Pop” 
Landlords).  In fact, as stated in the FY 2018-19 Annual Report, 92% of Richmond 
Landlords own 5 rental units or less.   As a result, while cities such as Berkeley (which 
has a very similar population as Richmond) has about 2,500 rental property owners (this 
number has increased recently due to the recently passed Measure MM), Richmond has 
over 6,000 rental property owners.  In other words, because Richmond has so many more 
Landlords per capita than similar rent control agencies, there is a need to perform 
additional outreach to those Landlords.  This outreach, although targeted to Richmond 
Landlords, also intends to benefit Richmond Tenants indirectly by empowering those 
Landlords, who might otherwise not take advantage of available rent assistance 
resources, helping prevent unnecessary evictions.  
 
The Rent Program intends to use the $5,000 grant to perform targeted outreach to 
Richmond Landlords, making sure that each Landlord receives a special mailing 
informing them about how to apply for Emergency Rent Assistance.  This mailing will also 
invite Richmond property owners to utilize the Rent Program’s mediation program to 
assist with bringing Landlords and Tenants together to apply for the state’s emergency 
rent assistance and work out payment plans for those Tenants who may not qualify for 
rent assistance.  
 
It is important to note that the Rent Program is preparing to send out a special postcard 
starting mid-September, 2021, to be delivered to all rental units and homes in Richmond, 
detailing rights and responsibilities under the state’s eviction moratorium, as well as 
directing residents to the available rent assistance resources.  
 
Proposed Timeline 
 
The $5,000 grant must be spent in full by December, 31, 2021 per the Grant Agreement 
(Attachment 2).  As a result, upon receiving approval to utilize the grant by the Rent Board, 
Rent Program staff will begin the process of receiving 3 bids to design a special mailing 
to all Richmond Landlords. Staff anticipates the special mailing to be received by 
Richmond Landlords by the beginning of November 2021.  
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DOCUMENTS ATTACHED: 
 
Attachment 1 – Grant Award Letter from the Richmond Community Foundation and 

Grant Check 
 
Attachment 2: ERAP Outreach Award Grant Agreement 
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