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STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE: Board Member Vasilas is seeking Board approval to grant landlord Raymond “Jimmy” 
Smith an exception to current MNOI regulations. This exception would allow Mr. Smith to reapply for an MNOI petition this 
current year, incorporating capital expenditures accrued on improvements performed in previous years during the 
pandemic. 
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RECOMMENDED ACTION:  DIRECT staff to grant an exception to the MNOI application time restrictions for Raymond 
“Jimmy” Smith, allowing him to reapply for an MNOI petition for this current year, incorporating the specific capital 
expenditures accrued from years prior on the subject building – (Board Member Michael Vasilas -  
mvasilas@richmondrent.org)  
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CITY OF RICHMOND RENT PROGRAM

440 Civic Center Plaza, Richmond, CA 94804-1630
Telephone: (510) 620-6576 Fax: (510) 307-8149 www.richmondrent.org

DATE: June 15, 2022

TO: Chair Finlay and Members of the Rent Board

FROM: Michael Vasilas, Rent Board Member

SUBJECT: Grant landlord exception to MNOI petition time restrictions

STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE:

Board member Vasilas is seeking Board approval to grant landlord Raymond “Jimmy”
Smith an exception to current MNOI regulations. This exception would allow Mr. Smith to
reapply for an MNOI petition this current year, incorporating capital expenditures accrued
on improvements performed in previous years during the pandemic.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

DIRECT staff to grant an exception to the MNOI application time restrictions for
Raymond “Jimmy” Smith, allowing him to reapply for an MNOI petition for this current
year, incorporating the specific capital expenditures accrued from years prior on the
subject building.

FISCAL IMPACT:

None

DISCUSSION:

Landlord Raymond “Jimmy” Smith has approached the Board via public forum in
regards to a MNOI petition that was denied earlier this year. In his petition, Mr. Smith
had requested upward adjustments in his rents based on the substantial cost of capital
improvements he had recently performed on a building in Point Richmond.

After clarification from staff, it appears Mr. Smith’s petition was denied because he had
applied for an increase in the year following the year(s) in which the improvements were
performed. Under existing regulations that had been adopted by the Board, a petition
can only be filed in the same year in which the capital improvements were performed.
Under this technicality, a delay to the filing process can potentially prevent a landlord
from recouping any of the cost of their investment in the building.
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Based on the size and scope of the work performed, the disruptive nature COVID-19
has had on public and private processes, and a community interest in encouraging safe
and improved housing, I believe it is prudent of the Board to allow Mr. Smith to reapply
and have his petition considered for this current year.

BACKGROUND:

None

PURPOSE:

None.

PROPOSED TIMELINE:

None

DOCUMENTS ATTACHED:

None.


