
AGENDA ITEM REQUEST FORM  

Department: Rent Program Department Head: Nicolas Traylor         Phone: 620-6564 
   
Meeting Date: September 20, 2023 Final Decision Date Deadline: September 20, 2023 

 

STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE:  On July 19, 2023, Rent Board member Elaine Dockens presented an agenda item 
proposing the lengthening of public speaking times at Rent Board meeting.  At that same meeting, the Rent Board directed 
staff to amend Regulation 309(A)(11), to increase the allowable time for public speakers. Consistent with Rent Board 
direction, staff members presented a proposed amended Regulation 309(A)(11), which increases the time limit for each 
public speaker by two minutes. If a speaker needs interpretation, their time limit will be doubled beyond the proposed 
increase. At the August 16, 2023, Regular Meeting of the Rent Board, the Board adopted the amended Regulation 309 (A) 
(11).  The Board also directed staff to present the types of outreach methods used to publicize the new regulation.  This 
report outlines the outreach staff have conducted to spread the word about the new regulation that allows for more public 
speaking time at Rent Board meetings. 
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RECOMMENDED ACTION:  RECEIVE report on outreach activities related to publicizing amended Regulation 209 (A) (11) 
– Rent Program (Nicolas Traylor 620-6564).  
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DATE:  September 20, 2023 

 
TO:  Chair Cantor and Members of the Rent Board 
 
FROM:  Nicolas Traylor, Executive Director 
             
SUBJECT:  Report on Outreach Activities Related to Publicizing Amended Regulation 

309 (A) (11) 
 
STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE: 
 
On July 19, 2023, Rent Board member Elaine Dockens presented an agenda item 
proposing the lengthening of public speaking times at Rent Board meeting.  At that 
same meeting, the Rent Board directed staff to amend Regulation 309(A)(11), to 
increase the allowable time for public speakers. Consistent with Rent Board direction, 
staff members presented a proposed amended Regulation 309(A)(11), which increases 
the time limit for each public speaker by two minutes. If a speaker needs interpretation, 
their time limit will be doubled beyond the proposed increase. At the August 16, 2023, 
Regular Meeting of the Rent Board, the Board adopted the amended Regulation 309 (A) 
(11).  The Board also directed staff to present the types of outreach methods used to 
publicize the new regulation.  This report outlines the outreach staff have conducted to 
spread the word about the new regulation that allows for more public speaking time at 
Rent Board meetings. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
 
RECEIVE report on outreach activities related to publicizing amended Regulation 209 
(A) (11).     
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
There is no fiscal impact related to this item. 
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
Outreach Activities Related to Publicizing Amended Regulation 309 (A) (11) 
 

1. Listserv Message: Members of the community who have signed up to receive alerts 

from the Rent Program received the following message via email (Attachment 1):  
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Rent Board Adopts Amendment to Regulation 309, Extending the Time Allotted for Public 
Comment by Two Minutes 
 

At their Regular Meeting on July 19, 2023, members of the Rent Board approved an amendment to 
Regulation 309 to provide additional time for members of the public to provide public comment on an item 
presented to the Rent Board.  The time allowed under the current version of Regulation 309(A)(11) of 2 
minutes (for 15 or fewer speakers on an item) is extended to 4 minutes; the time allowed of 1 and a half 
minutes (for 16 to 24 speakers on an item) is extended to 3 and a half minutes; and the time allowed of 1 
minute (for 25 or more speakers on an item) is extended to 2 minutes.  These times shall be doubled for 
any public speaker that requires interpretation. 

  

Please visit the Laws and Regulations page for more information. 

  

Questions? Visit the Richmond Rent Program website at www.richmondrent.org or contact staff 

by calling (510) 234-RENT (7368) or emailing rent@ci.richmond.ca.us 

 
 

2. Rent Program Website:  Members of the public who visit the Rent Program website, 

can view an announcement titled, “Rent Board Adopts Amendment to Regulation 309, 

Extending the Time Allotted for Public Comment by Two Minutes.” (Attachment 2) 

 

3. Rent Program Facebook and Instagram Posts: Members of the public who visit or 

have “Liked” the Rent Program’s Facebook or Instagram page could view a post 

announcing the Rent Board’s adoption of amended Regulation 309 (A) (11).  

(Attachment 3) 

 
4. City Manager’s Weekly Report: Once a week the City Manager’s Office produces a 

weekly report that is both posted on the City of Richmond website, but also sent to 

members of the public who has signed up to receive weekly reports through the City of 

Richmond’s Listserv.   The weekly posting, among other City announcements, includes 

an announcement regarding the Board’s adoption of amended Regulation 309.  The 

posting/listserv that includes the Rent Board announcement, is scheduled to go out to 

the public on Friday September 15, 2023.  (Attachment 4) 

 

DOCUMENTS ATTACHED: 
 
Attachment 1 – Screen shot of Listserv announcement.  
 
Attachment 2 – Screen shot of Rent Program website announcement.  
 
Attachment 3 – Screen shots of Instagram and Facebook Posts (English and Spanish). 
 
Attachment 4 - City Manager’s Weekly Report  
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Rent Board Adopts Amendment to Regulation 309, Extending the Time Allotted 

for Public Comment by Two Minutes 

At their regular meeting on July 19, 2023, members of the Rent Board approved an 
amendment to Regulation 309 to provide additional time for members of the public to 
provide public comment on an item presented to the Rent Board.  

The time allowed under the current version of Regulation 309(A)(11) of 2 minutes (for 
15 or fewer speakers on an item) is extended to 4 minutes; the time allowed of 1 and a 
half minutes (for 16 to 24 speakers on an item) is extended to 3 and a half minutes; and 
the time allowed of 1 minutes (for 25 or more speakers on an item) is extended to 2 
minutes. These times shall be doubled for any public speaker that requires 
interpretation.  

The Richmond Rent Board meets every 3rd Wednesday of each month. The next Rent 
Board Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 20, 2023, at 5:00 PM. To 
access Rent Board agenda meeting materials, visit 
https://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/3375/Rent-Board  

For more information about the Fair Rent, Just Cause for Eviction, and Homeowner 
Protection Ordinance and Richmond Rent Program, please visit www.richmondrent.org.  
 
To speak with a Rent Program staff person, you may call (510) 234-RENT(7368), send 
an email to rent@ci.richmond.ca.us or submit an Appointment Request Form. 
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https://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/DocumentCenter/View/47033/Chapter-3---REGULATIONS
https://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/3375/Rent-Board
http://www.richmondrent.org/
mailto:rent@ci.richmond.ca.us
https://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/FormCenter/Rent-Program-9/Rent-Program-Appointment-Request-Form-129
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