HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS

Halloween is a time for fun and spooky celebrations and activities, but it can also
be a time for some truly scary fire safety hazards. As the holiday nears, take simple
precautions that can help ensure the holiday remains fun and fire safe:

Use glow sticks or battery-operated candles for jack-o’-lanterns and other Halloween decorations.

When choosing costumes, stay away from long trailing fabric.

Provide children with flashlights to carry for lighting or glow sticks as part of their costume.

Teach children to stay away from open flames, including jack-o’-lanterns with candles in them.

Keep Halloween decorations away from open flames and other heat sources, such as light bulbs and heaters.

Remember to keep exits clear of decorations so nothing blocks escape routes. Make sure all smoke alarms are
working.

When driving, use caution and watch for pedestrians.

Thanksgiving fire facts

Thanksgiving is the peak day for home cooking fires with more than three times the daily average for such
incidents. Christmas Day and Christmas Eve ranked second and third, with both having nearly twice the daily
average.

Unattended cooking was by far the leading contributing factor in cooking fires and fire deaths.

Cooking causes half (49 percent) of all reported home fires and more than two of every five (42 percent) home fire
injuries, and it is the second leading cause of home fire deaths (20 percent).

The use of turkey fryers

Turkey fryers that use cooking oil are not safe. These fryers use large amounts of oil at high temperatures, which
can cause devastating burns. If you want a fried turkey for your Thanksgiving meal, purchase it from a grocery
store, restaurant or buy a fryer that does not use oil.

Safety considerations for cooking with oil

Always stay in the kitchen when frying on the stovetop.

Keep an eye on what you fry. If you see wisps of smoke or the oil smells, immediately turn off the burner and/or
carefully remove the pan from the burner. Smoke is a danger sign that the oil is too hot.

Heat the oil slowly to the temperature you need for frying or sautéing.
Add food gently to the pot or pan so the oil does not splatter.

Always cook with a lid beside your pan. If you have a fire, slide the lid over the pan and turn off the burner. Do not
remove the cover because the fire could start again. Let the pan cool for a long time. Never throw water on the
fire.

If the fire does not go out or you don’t feel comfortable sliding a lid over the pan, get everyone out of your
home. Call the fire department from outside.
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Cooking fire facts

Based on 2017-2021 annual averages:

Two-thirds of home cooking fires start with the ignition of food or other cooking materials.

Clothing is the item first ignited in less than 1% of these fires, but clothing ignitions caused 8% of the home
cooking fire deaths.

Ranges or cooktops account for over half (53%) of home cooking fire incidents.

Unattended equipment is a factor in over one-quarter (29%) of reported home cooking fires and half of the
associated deaths.

Winter holiday fire facts

U.S. fire departments responded to an estimated average of 790 home structure fires per year that began with
decorations, excluding Christmas trees. These fires caused an annual average of one civilian fire death, 26
civilian fire injuries and $13 million in direct property damage.

Electrical distribution or lighting equipment was involved in more than two in five home Christmas tree fires.
Nearly one in five Christmas tree fires were started by lamps or bulbs. Six percent were started by candles.
Roughly two of every five home Christmas tree fires started in the living room.

Candle fires peak in December and January with 11 percent of candle fires in each of these months.
Thanksgiving is the peak day for home cooking fires, followed by Christmas Day and Christmas Eve.

Year round, more than one-third (35 percent) of home decoration fires were started by candles. This jumped to
almost half in December when candles started 45 percent of such fires. Cooking started one-fifth (19%) of
decoration fires.

Smoke Alarms - Here's what you need to know!

A closed door may slow the spread of smoke, heat and fire. Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room and
outside each separate sleeping area. Install alarms on every level of the home.

Smoke alarms should be interconnected. When one sounds, they all sound.
Large homes may need extra smoke alarms.
Test your smoke alarms at least once a month. Press the test button to be sure the alarm is working.

Today’s smoke alarms will be more technologically advanced to respond to a multitude of fire conditions, yet
mitigate false alarms.

When a smoke alarm sounds, get outside and stay outside.

Replace all smoke alarms in your home every 10 years.
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Helpful Fire Safety Links from National Fire Protection Association

NFPA Seasonal Fire Safety - https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Seasonal-fire-causes

Halloween Safety Tips - https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Safety-tip-
sheets/HalloweenSafetyTips.pdf

Thanksgiving Safety Tips - https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Safety-tip-
sheets/ThanksgivingSafety.ashx

Cooking Safety Tips - https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Safety-tip-
sheets/CookingSafety.ashx

Dangers of Turkey Fryers - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjUyngOHXdQ&t=4s

Winter Holiday Safety Tips - https://www.nfpa.org//-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Safety-tip-
sheets/Winter Holiday Safety.pdf

Christmas Tree Safety - https://www.nfpa.org//-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Safety-tip-
sheets/ChristmasTreeSafetyTips.pdf

Smoke Alarms - https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Staying-safe/Safety-equipment/Smoke-alarms

Carbon Monoxide Alarms - https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Staying-safe/Safety-equipment/Carbon-monoxide




