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What is the purpose of the ADU Toolkit?

Provide resources for 

Richmond residents to learn 

about ADUs, including:

• ADU Guidebook

• Pre-Approved ADU plans
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What is an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)?

An Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) is a

residential dwelling unit

that provides independent living facilities

located on a lot with a primary residence or multi-unit building.

These units are sometimes referred to as “in-law units” or “casitas”
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How can ADUs help the Richmond community?

The current production of 

housing in California is not 

enough to meet people’s 

needs. Accessory Dwelling 

Units can help address the 

need for affordable housing 

by providing livable units in 

walkable contexts that can be 

developed easily, quickly, 

and affordably. They can 

deliver the following benefits:
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• Housing Choice. Adds variety of available housing 

opening options for independent living and aging in 

place.

• Neighborhood Compatibility. Additional housing 

in a building form that is compatible with single- 

family neighborhoods.

• Livability. Can provide greater privacy for multi- 

generational households.

• Financial Benefits. Does not require purchase of 

new land. Opportunity to earn supplemental income 

for homeowners through long-term rental 

agreements/programs.



What are the different types of ADUs?

1.Junior ADU

• 500 sf or less

• Entirely contained within a 

single-family residence

• May have an interior 

connection and share a 

bathroom with the

primary residence

2. Attached ADU

• Physically attached to the 

primary building

• Accessible from a

separate, dedicated 

entrance

• May be on first or second 

floor

3. Detached ADU

• Physically separate from 

the primary building

• May be one or two stories
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How can I add an ADU to my property?

You can choose from several 

construction approaches to build your 

ADU, including:

• Conversion of an existing space such as
an existing master bedroom, attached 

garage, storage area, or an existing 

lawfully established accessory structure. 

(Conversions of illegally established 

accessory structures may also be eligible 

for legalization)

• Addition to your primary dwelling

• Building a new structure
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Can I convert my garage into an ADU?

Yes, you can!

To convert your garage into 

an ADU you must apply for a 

permit. As a result of this 

process, you may be required 

to upgrade aspects of the 

structure to bring it up to 

code.

For more information refer 

to Design Resource B in the 

ADU Guidebook.
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Can I add an ADU to my multifamily lot?

Yes! Both attached ADUs and detached 

ADUs can be built on multifamily lots.

How many?

Up to 25% of existing dwelling units (but at least 

one) for attached ADUs and up to two detached 

ADUs.

For more information refer to Design 

Resource C in the ADU Guidebook.

Richmond’s ADU Toolkit— Public Workshop 11



What should I do with my unpermitted ADU?

You can (and should) legalize 

your unpermitted ADU. Why?

• Health and safety

• Higher property value

• Insurance coverage

• No risk of tenant action 

Process to legalize follows similar

path as applying for an ADU 

permit. For more information 

refer to Design Resource D in 

the ADU Guidebook.
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What is in the ADU Guidebook?

Part A: Overview

• Introduction

• Options

• Regulations

• Community benefits
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Part B: Step-by-Step

• Step-by-step guide to 
ADU design and 
permitting in 
Richmond

Part C: Resources

• Richmond’s pre- 
approved ADU plans

• ADU design resources 
including garage 
conversions, legalizing 
ADUs and ADUs on 
multifamily lots

• Frequently-asked 
questions

• Additional resources



Comparison of ADU types
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Summary of ADU zoning standards
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Step-by-step guide to ADUs
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Design Resources

A. ADU Brainstorm 

Checklist

B. Garage Conversions

C. ADUs on Multifamily 

Lots

D. Legalizing 

Unpermitted ADUs
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What is a pre-approved ADU plan?

• Completed building designs already 

approved by the planning and building 

departments for use on suitable sites

• Saves money and time

• The plan is available for free to Richmond 

residents, saving you design fees

• You save time with an accelerated 

permitting process

• If your lot is suitable, complete a site plan

to show where the ADU fits on your site
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What kinds of plans are available?

Four styles have been 

developed for detached 

ADUs. The program (size and 

number of rooms) is based the 

most common kinds of 

detached ADUs recently 

constructed in Richmond.

• 1-bedroom, 1 bathroom; 

400-450 sf

• 2-bedroom, 1 bathroom; 

700-750 sf
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Thank you!

Any questions?
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