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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Good evening, Chair Tipton and members of the Rent Board. Tonight, I’ll be presenting proposed amendments to Chapter 8 of the Rent Board Regulations. These changes are designed to strengthen the efficiency and effectiveness of the petition and hearing process, while aligning more closely with the Rent Ordinance.”


Statement of the Issue

» On August 27, 2025, the Rent Board directed staff to
amend Chapter 8 regulations to improve
effectiveness and efficiency of the petition and
hearing process.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At its August 27th meeting, the Rent Board directed staff to revise Chapter 8. The goal was to make the petition and hearing process clearer, faster, and more effective. Staff has prepared a set of amendments that address gaps and improve clarity in several key areas.”



Recommended Action

» Amend Chapter 8 Regulations:

» - Regulation 801: Clarifies burden of proof
(Preponderance of the Evidence).

» - Regulation 804: Clarifies petifion review and
dismissal procedures.

» - Regulation 822: Allows decisions without hearings
where facts are undisputed.

» - Regulation 844: Extends time for decisions from 120
to 150 days.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Staff is recommending amendments to four regulations within Chapter 8.
Regulation 801 clarifies that the Petitioner has the burden of proof, defined as the ‘Preponderance of the Evidence.’
Regulation 804 strengthens how petitions are reviewed, ensures fairness, and allows for dismissals when procedural requirements are not met.
Regulation 822 gives Hearing Examiners the authority to issue decisions without holding a hearing if the facts are undisputed.
Finally, Regulation 844 extends the timeframe for decisions from 120 to 150 days, allowing for more thoughtful review.”



Fiscal Impact

» There is no fiscal impact related to this item.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“These proposed amendments do not have any fiscal impact on the City. They are procedural improvements only.”



Background

» Hearing staff continuously work to improve service
while maintaining efficiency. Amendments o
Chapter 8 are part of a series of planned
Improvements to strengthen the petition and
hearing process.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hearing staff are always looking for ways to improve service delivery while maintaining efficiency. These amendments are part of a broader series of improvements that staff intends to bring forward over time. Tonight’s changes are the first in that series, focused specifically on improving clarity in the petition and hearing process.”


Issue #1 — Regulation 801

» Current. Vague standard of proof.

» Amendment: Petitioner carries burden of proof,
measured by Preponderance of the Evidence.
Includes definition of standard.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Currently, Regulation 801 does not specify what standard of proof is required in a hearing. This can cause confusion for both petitioners and respondents. The amendment clarifies that the Petitioner has the burden of proof, and that the standard is the Preponderance of the Evidence — essentially meaning that the claim is more likely than not to be true.”



Issue #2 — Regulation 804

» Current: No authority for administrative dismissal of
petitions.

» Amendment: Limits review to procedural issues,
defines unacceptable petitions, sets correction
deadlines, allows dismissals without prejudice.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Regulation 804 covers petition filing but does not provide clear procedures for dismissing petitions that don’t meet requirements. The amendment would:
Limit review to procedural defects only, not substantive claims.
Define what makes a petition unacceptable, such as missing signatures or jurisdictional errors.
Set deadlines for petitioners to correct problems.
Allow administrative dismissals without prejudice if issues aren’t corrected.�This ensures efficiency while protecting the right to refile.”



Issue #3 — Regulations 822 &

» Current: Limited ability for Hearing Examiner to issue
decisions without hearings.

» Amendment: Allows administrative decisions if facts
are undisputed, extends decision time to 150 days,
removes subpoena authority.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“At present, Hearing Examiners have very limited ability to resolve matters without holding a hearing, even when the facts are clear. The proposed amendments:
Allow Examiners to issue decisions without hearings if the record contains undisputed facts.
Extend their decision window from 120 to 150 days, giving them more time to evaluate cases carefully.
Remove subpoena powers, aligning more closely with the Rent Ordinance.”



» The proposed amendments strengthen procedural
clarity, improve efficiency, and align regulations
more closely with the Rent Ordinance.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The proposed amendments strengthen procedural clarity, improve efficiency, and align regulations more closely with the Rent Ordinance.



Recommended Action

» Amend Chapter 8 Regulations:

» - Regulation 801: Clarifies burden of proof
(Preponderance of the Evidence).

» - Regulation 804: Clarifies petifion review and
dismissal procedures.

» - Regulation 822: Allows decisions without hearings
where facts are undisputed.

» - Regulation 844: Extends time for decisions from 120
to 150 days.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Staff is recommending amendments to four regulations within Chapter 8.
Regulation 801 clarifies that the Petitioner has the burden of proof, defined as the ‘Preponderance of the Evidence.’
Regulation 804 strengthens how petitions are reviewed, ensures fairness, and allows for dismissals when procedural requirements are not met.
Regulation 822 gives Hearing Examiners the authority to issue decisions without holding a hearing if the facts are undisputed.
Finally, Regulation 844 extends the timeframe for decisions from 120 to 150 days, allowing for more thoughtful review.”
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