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January 13, 2026 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  Contact: Lt. Donald Patchin 
RICHMOND POLICE CASE 26-317 Phone: (510) 620-6942 
 Email: RPDPIO@richmondpd.net 

 

Incident Type: DUI / Hit and Run arrest and use of a conducted energy device (CED) on an animal. 
Date: January 12, 2026 
Time: 3:17 p.m. 
Location: 2000 block of Barrett Avenue and 2500 block of Nevin Avenue 

Richmond, CA — On January 12, 2026, at approximately 3:17 p.m., Richmond Police Department 
officers responded to a report of a traffic collision with injuries in the 2000 block of Barrett Avenue.  

Upon arrival, officers determined the driver involved had fled the scene. Officers located the suspect 
several blocks away in the 2500 block of Nevin Avenue. The suspect was intoxicated, accompanied 
by a large, aggressive dog, and refused officers’ commands to secure the dog and submit to arrest. 

Officers followed the suspect while attempting to negotiate a peaceful surrender and repeatedly 
encouraged him to secure the dog to prevent harm. The suspect refused to comply. Due to the 
suspect’s apparent level of intoxication, the dog pulled and knocked the suspect to the ground 
multiple times. During these incidents, the dog bit the suspect, demonstrating the potential for injury 
to department personnel or the public. 

To safely resolve the situation and prevent injury to officers, the suspect, and the dog, officers 
developed a plan. When the suspect again attempted to walk away, officers deployed a less-lethal 
Taser device to temporarily incapacitate the dog so it could be safely secured while officers took the 
suspect into custody. This option was selected as the one of the safest available methods to avoid 
injury to the dog or responding officers. 

The dog was transferred to the custody of Contra Costa Animal Services, where it was examined and 
treated. The dog remains in their custody under observation and does not appear to have any lasting 
injuries.  

The suspect was arrested and booked into custody on charges of driving under the influence and hit-
and-run. 

This incident remains under review in accordance with department policy. 

For any further inquiries, please contact the Public Information Officer at RPDPIO@RichmondPD.net. 
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