
Chapter 12.36 - MAINTENANCE AND CONSTRUCTION OF SIDEWALKS, DRIVEWAYS, CURBS AND GUTTERS

12.36.010-Title.

This chapter shall be known as the sidewalk ordinance.

12.36.020-Scope.

This chapter sets forth rules and regulations to control the repair and construction of sidewalks,

driveways, curbs and gutters, and the removal of obstructions from sidewalks, driveways, curbs and gutters;

establishes the administrative procedures for issuance of permits; and provides for the control of

obstructions placed where the construction, alteration or repair work is performed for the purpose of

safeguarding persons and property against unreasonable hazards resulting from uncontrolled construction

practices, in the interest of public health, welfare and safety.

12.36.025 - Property owner responsibility to repair and maintain sidewalk.

(a) The owner of a parcel of real property which fronts on any portion of a sidewalk between the

property line of the parcel and the street line, including the parking strip and the curb, is

responsible for the repair and maintenance of the sidewalk and shall pay the cost and expense of

repair and maintain said sidewalk area whether or not the City has notified the owner of the need

for such repairs or maintenance or has performed similar repairs or maintenance in the past.

(b) The owner of a parcel of real property is under a duty to members of the general public, including

but not limited to users of the sidewalk, to keep the portion of any sidewalk described in

subsection (a) in a safe condition.

(c) The failure of the owner to fulfill the duties imposed by subsections (a) and (b), or the

performance of such duties and obligations by the owner in a negligent manner, shall constitute

negligence. An owner shall be liable to any member of the general public injured on or by a

sidewalk area if the owner's negligence hereunder is a proximate cause of the injury. The City

shall not be liable for an injury caused by the negligence of an owner.

(Ord. No. 14-00 N.S., § 1, 5-9-2000)

12.36.030 - Actions prohibited.

It is unlawful for any person to perform any work within the scope of this chapter except for the removal

of obstructions, without first having obtained a permit from the department of public works pursuant to this

chapter.



12.36.040 - Guarantee deposit fee.

A licensed concrete contractor desiring a permit pursuant to this chapter must first deposit with the
director of public works of the City of Richmond a guarantee deposit fee as hereinafter provided. No fee is
required when a homeowner desires a permit pursuant to this chapter to do work on the frontage of his
own home.

The guarantee deposit shall be retained by the City of Richmond for a period of twelve months after the

date of the completion of the work called for in the last permit issued, and no permit shall be issued unless

such guarantee deposit shall be reimbursed by the depositor for any deductions made as provided in this

chapter. If within twelve months after the completion of the work called for in any permit the sidewalk

and/or curb and gutter and/or driveway should break, disintegrate or otherwise fail to comply with the

provisions of this chapter, the director of public works shall notify the person making the deposit of such

break, disintegration, or failure, and specify the repairs needed or work to be done, and such person shall,

within ten days from the date of such notice, make such specified repairs. If such repairs are not made

within the fixed time, the same may be made by the director of public works and the cost thereof shall be

paid from the guarantee deposit on hand with the City.

After a lapse of twelve months from the date of completion of work called for in the last permit issued to

any permittee, upon written demand of such permittee, or his successors or assigns, where such transfers

or assignment is made in the manner as hereinafter provided, accompanied by a certificate from the

director of public works stating that all needed repairs have been made, and that all the conditions of this

chapter have been complied with, the City of Richmond shall return the guarantee deposit, or such portion

thereof as may remain after deduction of all fees for repairs and work done as aforesaid, to the permittee

or his said successors or assigns.

(Amended by Ordinance No. 58-79 N.S.)

12.36.050 - Transfer of guarantee deposit.

The guarantee deposit may be transferred to another party where such transfer is made pursuant to a

judgment of court, or by an agreement of dissolution of a partnership or upon a bona fide sale of the

business of the person having ceased to do work under the permit, and entitled to a return of the deposit as

provided in this chapter. In the event of any transfer, the receipt for such deposit, or satisfactory proof of

the loss of same, must be delivered to the director of public works for verification. No transfer shall be

made of the deposit other than as provided in this section.

In the event of a transfer of the guarantee deposit, such transfer shall in no way affect the liability of the

deposit for any work done by the person transferring the deposit, nor shall it in any way affect the liability of

such person under the provisions of this chapter.



12.36.060 - Permit.

The director of public works shall charge a fee for each and every permit issued, in addition to inspection

and engineering fees as hereinafter provided in this chapter. In no case shall a permit be granted to

construct sidewalks, curbs and/or gutters where the council has declared its intention to construct such

sidewalks, curbs and/or gutters under the general laws of the State of California, and also provided that in

the event any of the terms or conditions of this chapter are not complied with, no further permit shall be

issued to such person while noncompliance continues to exist, or while such person is indebted to the City

of Richmond for money expended in accordance with the terms and conditions of this chapter.

12.36.070 - Inspection—Fee.

It shall be the duty of the director of public works to cause an inspection to be made of sidewalks,

driveways, curbs and gutters constructed under the permit, to ascertain whether such work is being done,

or has been done, in accordance with the provisions of this chapter and the permit issued therefor.

The director of public works shall charge an inspection fee for all installations of sidewalk, driveway, curb

or gutter as hereinafter provided.

(Amended by Ordinance No. 58-79 N.S.)

12.36.080 - Transfer of permit for construction of sidewalks, driveways, curbs or gutters.

No construction and/or repair of sidewalks, driveways, curbs and/or gutters to be performed under a

permit issued pursuant to this chapter shall be performed except by or under the supervision of the

designated permittee, who shall also be the person who is responsible to the owner or contractor for the

work. In the event that it shall be ascertained that any work is being done, or has been done, under a permit

issued to anyone other than the person responsible to the owner for the work, and in the event it shall be

proven that the use of the permit was with the knowledge and consent, express or implied, of the

designated permittee, then the guarantee deposit made by such permittee shall become forfeited to the

City of Richmond.

12.36.090 - Control of work—Construction of sidewalks, driveways, curbs and gutters—Compliance with permit

and adopted specifications.

All sidewalks, driveways, curbs and/or gutters must be repaired and/or constructed in every particular in

accordance with the permit therefor issued; must be completed within thirty days from the date of the

permit, unless an extension of time thereon is granted by the director of public works. If all of the

construction and/or repair work of any sidewalk and/or driveway is not completed at the expiration of the

time allowed by the permit appertaining thereto, and in accordance with the terms of this chapter, the

director of public works may notify the contractor to complete the work within two days, and if no so


































